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‘Black Nativity’
Celebrates Its
Fifth Year At The
Palladium Theater

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

Obama Taps Clinton, Gates
For US 'New Dawn' Abroad

Stage presentation of “Black Nativity”

ST. PETERSBURG - St.
Petersburg’s
Langston

production

Hughes’

of

production. Admission will be
free.

“Black

“Black Nativity” features

Nativity” celebrates its fifth
year as a community tradition.
The well-anticipated fifth
annual local production of
“Black Nativity: A Gospel
Song Play” is scheduled at the
Palladium
Theater
in
downtown St. Petersburg with
performances at 7:30 p.m. on
Friday, Dec. 5; Saturday, Dec.
6; and Sunday, Dec. 7. This
year’s production showcases
the talents of a new generation
of highly talented young
artists from this area that bring
the show to a new level of
artistry according to Bob
Devin Jones, director of the

the extraordinary talent of
actor and singer Sharon Scott
as the narrator, choreography
by St. Petersburg’s Paulette
Walker
Johnson,
music
direction by LaTerry Butler
and a cast of 60 multicultural
actors, singers, dancer, and
musicians. “Black Nativity is
a songplay with great energy
and spirit,” said Jones. “Music
for the show is anchored by
joyous and uplifting versions
of gospel favorites that
celebrate the Christmas story.

NATIVITY
continued onpg. 3
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President-elect Barack Obama, second from left, stands with Secretary of State-designate Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton, D-N.Y.
third from left, as National Security Adviser-designate Ret. Marine Gen. James Jones, far right, and Vice President-elect
Joe Biden, far left, leave the stage at the end of a news conference in Chicago on Monday

BY LIZ SIDOTI, ASSOCIATED
PRESS WRITER
CHICAGO
Barack
Obama promised “a new dawn
of American leadership” in a
troubled world, announcing a
strong-willed national security
team headed by Hillary Rodham
Clinton, who fought him long
and bitterly for the presidency,

and Robert Gates, the man who
has been running two wars for
George W. Bush.
The
president-elect
on
Monday said he hadn't changed
his mind about bringing most
U.S. combat troops home from
Iraq within 16 months but added
a cautionary note — he'll
consult with his military com
manders first.

While his new team may be
a bit more centrist — some war
opponents might even say
hawkish -3- than many Obama
supporters might prefer, he said
the withdrawal timetable he
emphasized in the presidential
campaign is still “the right time
frame.”
Clinton, as secretary of
state, and Gates, remaining as

defense secretary, will be the
most prominent faces
besides Obama's own ,4r of the
new administration's effort to
revamp U.S. policy abroad.
At a Chicago news confer
ence, Obama also tapped top
advisers Eric Holder as attorney

CLINTON
continued on pg. 10

Southside Fundamental: Education
Achievement, But Too Old For Expansion
BY JEANIE BLUE
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER
ST. PETERSBURG - The
audience packed the auditorium
at Southside Fundamental Middle
School, located at 1701 lOth
Street South, on Tuesday night,
Dec. 2, but they were not allowed
to ask any questions or make
comments. A panel of administra
tors, parents, SAC and PTA
members assembled on the stage
and asked questions, condensed
and formulated from l6-pages of
suggestions sent to the school
regarding the school’s possible
closing.
Deputy superintendent for the
Pinellas County School District,
Harry Brown came to hear sug
gestions about moving students
from the fundamental Program at
Southside Middle to either
Thurgood Marshall Middle or
Madeira Beach Elementary. But

what he mainly got was a host of
questions and concerns about
keeping Southside Fundamental
at its current location, with its
students and staff intact. The
Pinellas County School district is
scheduled to vote on closing
Southside Fundamental School at
its meeting on Dec. 9.
“I’m here to get input on what
we can do to make this happen,”
Brown said regarding the closing:
“School board members decide to
close schools. You must lobby the
seven school board members.”
Brown added that the district
must reduce operating costs
because Southside is an old
building that is costly to run, and
in order for the fundamental
program to expand it must be
moved from its current site. There
is a waiting list for enrollment at
Southside for its fundamental
program.
According
to
Brown,
Southside is too old to expand. It is

From left to right, Patti Norton, Lori Taylor, Patti Bradfield

the districts intention to move all
current students to three large
middle school centers geographi
cally located to serve the south,
middle and north sections of the
county. John E Kennedy School in
North County is still being
developed and it will serve as the
third site. There will be no trans
portation
available
to
Fundamental students and the

opening and closing times can be
negotiated with die School Board.
This presents a challenge for many
parents who utilize the conven
ience offered by the school’s
opening and closing times, and
transportation to a school located
more than l2-miles away may

SOUTHSIDE
continued onpg. 3
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THE BLACK PRESS believes that America can best
lead the world from racial antagonism when it accords to

Civil Rights Movement Inspires Blacks Abroad

every man, regardless of race, creed or color, his human
and legal rights. Hating no man, fearing no man... the
Black Press strives to help every man in the firm belief
that all men are hurt as long as anyone is held back.

BY-GEORGE E CURRY
NNPA COLUMNIST

LONDON - A trip
from Gatwick Airport to London’s
central city is visible confirmation
that national entities are no longer
restricted to imaginary geographi
cal boundaries. Among the United
States-based businesses passed en
route were: Friday’s, Pizza Hut,
Texaco, Coca-Cola, Nike, a
Chevrolet dealership, KFC, Hilton
Hotel, Hyatt Hotel, Starbucks,
McDonald’s, Subway, Burger
King and Blockbuster’s.
But the leading U.S. import for
blacks, living in the United
Kingdom is the modem Civil
Rights Movement.
That was made clear repeated
ly this week as an American dele
gation accompanied Jesse Jackson
to
London,
Birmingham,
Leicester,
Nottingham
and
Liverpool. Everywhere he went in
the U.K., the civil rights leader
was treated more like Michael
Jackson than Jesse Jackson hounded by people seeking auto
graphs, photos or simply a peek at
the, former aide to Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.
At a stop at a local community
center, for example, dozens of
people lingered for more than an
hour after Jackson’s speech,
ignoring repeated appeals from
organizers to vacate the building.
They weren’t the only people

waiting - there was intense media
interest in interviewing Jackson.
And he accommodated journalists,
sometimes doing three or four
back-to-back interviews.
“Barack Obama will be
America’s
next
president,”
Jackson told reporters. “He stands
on the shoulders of many wellknown and yet nameless and
faceless freedom fighters who
made this day possible.”
While,
some
AfricanAmericans suffer through what
could be called Jesse Fatigue jjwatching him on the national stage
for more than four decades Jackson is often treated like a head
of state when traveling abroad.
And when he interacts with blacks,
he gets the rock star treatment.
Karen Chouhan, the organizer
of Jackson’s trip to England, says
Americans underestimate
the
impact of the Civil Rights
Movement abroad.
“We see the example in the
U.S.
of the
Civil Rights
Movement, a struggle that has
taken over ,40 years, . from when
black nepple lrad no, right to vote to
a black1 pfesidfiht11 today,” said
Chouhan, head of Equanomics, a
London-based organization that
seeks economic parity for people
of color. “It gives us hope that we
can achieve the same thing.”
Some activists here see a
parallel between the plight of
African-Americans in the U.S. and

blacks in Britain.
“In the London mayoral
election, the person who became
the mayor was known for having
called black people picaninnies
and saying they had ‘watermelon
smiles,”’ recalled Chouhan. “Yet,
he was still elected mayor of
London. That’s incredible in a city
with a black population of 38
percent. He appealed to whites in
the suburb and that’s why he got
elected. We can’t let that happen
again. We must use our voting
power and our economic power to
much greater effect.”
Blacks here flock to Jackson in
part because he remains King’s
most visible political heir.
At virtually every stop, he was
asked whether a Barack Obamalike figure could become Prime
Minister of Britain. Jackson
flipped the question, asking if
white voters here had matured
enough to elect a qualified person
of color. At that point, reporters
usually shifted to another topic.
As Jackson acknowledges, he
is not the first African-American to
hecpme. involved in international
affairs. Others that predate him
include W.E.B. DuBois, Paul
Robeson,
Marcus
Garvey,
Malcolm X and Dr. King.
But the combination of the
civil rights protest model, widely
copied by other groups seeking to
empower their communities, and
the election of Obama on Nov. 4

has arguably made Jesse Jackson
more popular abroad than he is at
home. Each time he was intro
duced this week, the Civil Rights
Movement or Jesse Jackson’s 1984
and 1988 presidential campaigns,
or both were credited with paving
the way for Obama’s victory.
Without prompting, people
were eager to discuss President
elect Obama.
’’We’re all excited about
Obama,” my driver, Renford Carr,
told me on the trip from the
airport. He jokingly asked, “Is it
true that they are going to call the
White House the Black House?”
Chouhan says she, too, is
excited.
“It has given us permission to
aspire, to hope that we can do that,
too,” she said. “The message of
change, hope and equality is what
we want to pick up. We already
have change, we already have
hope, but we don’t have equality.
That’s what we want to accom
plish.”
Obama’s victory has sparked
calls for stronger ties among black
people around the world.
“If we can join hands across
the water with the U.S., and if we
can join hands in Europe and with
Africa, that’s the internationaliza
tion of the movement that we
need,” explained Chouhan. “It
increases our clout. Together,
we’re stronger and Rev. Jackson is
making that possible for us.”
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Possibly 2 Black U.S. Senators?
BY RON WALTERS
NNPA COLUMNIST

B efore B arack
Obama’s victory, thinking about
the possibility of having two black
U.S. Senators would have been
more unlikely than having a black
president of the United States. But
right now there is at least the possi
bility, given the expected ascen-j
dancy of both Obama and Hillary
Clinton to the ranks of the presi
dency and secretary of state
respectively.
In Illinois, the decision lies
with Democratic Gov. Rod
Blagojevich and the senior Senator
from Illinois, Dipk Durbin has said
that race should not be a “litmus
test” in Obama’s replacement.
However, it is widely expected
that because Obama is AfricanAmerican and there were none pre
viously in the U.S. Senate that his
replacement should be an AfricanAmerican. At present, several
prominent black politicians have
emerged to claim the seat, such as:
U.S. Reps. Danny Davis and Jesse
Jackson Jr. But it has also attracted
Emil Jones, Illinois State Senate
president, an early mentor of
Obama’s who is retiring after an
election loss. Even former Illinois
Attorney General Roland Burris
has thrown his hat in the ring.

While politicians and the press
consider Burris to be a long shot,
others would seem to have a strong
case. Rep. Danny Davis has a
strong record in the Congress and
his recent Second Chance Act is
drawing praise from all quarters as
a measure to link incarcerated indi
viduals to their communities.
He also has the backing of
West Side Black Elected Officials
organization. Jones, however, has
cultivated a good relationship with
the governor and in his role as state
Senate president and has served all
parts of the state of Illinois, but his
age of 73 raises the question of
whether he would be a “place
holder” for someone else, a
posture Durbin opposes.
Rep. Jesse Jackson Jr., has
campaigned most feverishly for
the post, having commissioned and
distributed a Zogby poll, which
indicates that Illinois voters would
favor him by 21 percent to 14
percent for his closest rival Tammy
Duckworth, Illinois Veteran’s
Affairs director, with a favorable
rating
more
positive
than
Duckworth’s at 43 percent to 22
percent.
Positive
statements
from
southern suburban residents also
appear on his Web site touting his
bringing over $600 million to that
area.

Ultimately, the choice made by
Gov. Blagojevich has to strengthen
his own re-election chances, which
means that whoever is selected has
to also be strong in downstate
Illinois where African-American
candidates have often been weak.
Durbin’s view is that the
person has to demonstrate strength
among all of Illinois’ 102 counties,
but then, the governor has often
not followed his views.
In New York, while the
rationale for picking an AfricanAmerican may not be as strong as
in Illinois, still Gov. David
Paterson will choose from a field
that features some prominent
persons such as: Byron Brown,
Buffalo’s mayor and a former state
Senator,
New
York
City
Comptroller William Thompson
and U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks.
Rep. Meeks, a lO-year veteran
in the Congress, undoubtedly
gained notice for his outspoken
support of Hillary Clinton’s bid for
the Democratic nomination.
He recently said on MSNBCTV that he “would serve if called.”
Lesser known, Mayor Brown
would fill the bill of those urging
Paterson to pick someone from
upstate New York, thus strengthen
ing his own re-election bid.
William Thompson is a
popular figure in New York City

politics whose appointment could
help him avoid a bruising battle for
mayor against sitting Mayor
Bloomberg who has just been
supported by the City Council for a
third term. Then, although he is not
mentioned much, a surprise pick
could be former State Comptroller
Carl McCall who is known to be
close to Gov. Paterson.
Although there is much hope
for a black replacement for Obama
from one of these sources, the key
factor here is what will help the
sitting governor win re-election.
Blagojevich is under investigation
by the feds for standard “pay-toplay” Illinois politics and will need
a popular figure statewide to help
him over the hump and that could
diminish the chances for blacks
who are not popular with
downstate white voters. Also, it
would be a smart move for
Paterson to take out the main rival
for his re-election, Andrew
Cuomo, who is running ahead in
the polls for the replacement seat
right now.'
Also, neither Meeks nor
Thompson may help Paterson
much in Western New York State.
So, on both counts, I think that
it’s far from a sure thing there will
be a black replacement for Obama,
in fact, it’s really cross your fingers
time.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Pinellas Alliance Of Black
School Educators Host New
African-American Teachers
Being a new teacher is a
difficult challenge. Equally
challenging is retaining highly
qualified teachers.
With nearly half of all new
teachers leaving the classroom
within five years and as many
as a third of the Pinellas
County
School
District
teaching workforce readying
for retirement, it is imperative
that the new teachers are made
to feel supported and appreci
ated. Pinellas County Alliance
of Black School Educators,
which is an affiliate of the
National Alliance of Black
School Educators, has at the
core of its mission the goal of

identifying and developing
African-American profession
als who willassume leadership
positions in education and
influence public policy con
cerning
the
education
of African-Americans. The
coalition of African-American
educators is also instrumental
in creating a forum for the
exchange of ideas and strate
gies to improve opportunities
for
African-American
educators and students.
In an effort to insure that
new teachers make a smooth
transition into the district,
Pinellas Alliance of Black
School Educators is providing

its support by hosting a
reception for newly hired
African-American
teachers.
The reception will provide an
opportunity for new teachers to
meet and greet experienced
educators who will share key
information that will enhance
their success in the district. The
reception will be held on
Sunday, Dec. 7, at 3:00 p.m. at
Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal Church, 912 Third
Ave. N., St. Petersburg.
The public is invited. For
more information call Dr.
Valerie Brimm at 821-9246.

NATIVITY

price to see and hear Sharon
reprise her version of the song
“Mary Did You Know.” All of
our cast, whjch ranges in ages
from eight to 83, will deliver
unforgettable performances it is my delight to see this talent
emerge. They light up the
stage.”
“Black Nativity” has
received generous support
from tbt*, Pinellas County
Cultural Affairs, the
Studio@620 and others in the
community. Tickets are

available at the Palladium
Theater Box Office, which is
open from noon until 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday, or at
Soulful Arts Dance Academy,
which is located at 290 Martin
Luther King Jr. St. N., in St.
Petersburg and open from 1:00
until 6:00 p.m., Monday
through Saturday. For more
information, please contact
Charlotte Quandt at Soulful
Arts by calling 727-822-2555
or by sending an email
soulfularts@verizon.net.

continuedfrom front page
“Black Nativity” is our holiday
card to the St. Petersburg
community.”
“It is a privilege to present
this inspirational work by
Langston Hughes for our entire
community without charge,”
continued Jones. “We are
fortunate to be blessed again
with Sharon Scott’s exception
al gift. For me, it is worth any

to

SOUTHSIDE
continuedfrom front page
present economic challenges for
others.

Lori Taylor, a concerned
parent, SAC committee member
and part of the assembly asked a
question about the cultural chal
lenges the move could present to
students.
, “I understand that out of
1,000 students at Madeira Beach
only 4 percent is AfricanAmerican with a 3 percent
FCAT achievement rate. While
at Southside, African-American
students represents 27 percent
with a 4 and 5 percent FCAT
achievement rate. To have these
students move more than 12
miles away from their neighbor
hood, what does this say to those
students?” Taylor asked.
Southside, like other funda
mentals, has a structured envi
ronment with a “back to basics”
approach that stresses parental
involvement with a focus on
student self-responsibility and
discipline, daily homework and

Dr. Harry Brown,
Pinellas County School District Deputy Superintendent

a dress code. Students deter
mined to be unable to meet the
school’s expectations are asked
to leave. Parents are required to
join either the School Advisory
Council or the PTA, attend
regularly scheduled parentteacher conferences and sign off
on homework.

Other questions included job
retention for teachers, adminis
trators and support personnel.
Brown referred these questions
to the employee unions and
human resources with the
district.
There is no question that
Southside Fundamental is a

*Home Delivery & Bulk Mail Subscription Cost: *35 for 6 month or *60 yearly

eport
BY LUCIUS GANTT

Everyone has a person or group of people that
they describe as “friends.” It has been said that
“good friends are hard to come by” or “a friend in
need is a friend indeed.”
Let me ask you what does one of your friends
have to do for you to not consider them a friend
any more? Would you still consider yourself a
friend to someone that raped your wife? What
about a buddy that molested your child? How
about the pal that conned your grandparents out of
their life's savings in an investment scam?
What would it take to terminate a friendship
you've established? The most obvious and
recurring cause of broken friendships is money !
Unpaid loans, wasted investments and false
financial problems head the lists of why you
should leave certain “friends” alone.
To me, the two types of friends that you need
to rid yourself ofthe most are snitches and sellouts!
In the worst scenarios, snitches and sellouts are one
and the same.
Do you have a friend or coworker that can't to
wait to run to the boss and report on all of the other
employees? They'll say, “She comes in late all of
the time.” Or, “He used the company car to run an
errand for his wife.”
1 \
No one or no worker is perfect but imagine the
so-called friend that will seek compensation for
turning his back on you!
There are two many crab-like AfricanAmericans that will do anything to hold one or
more black people back.
I've had friends that have called the police on
high-achieving school with its
many awards for student
academic
and
discipline
achievement level. According to
supporters, Southside is the No.
1 fundamental school in the
county and in the state. It is also
highly successful with raising
thousands of dollars through its
PTA,
grant
writing
and
receiving, and the district, as it
has never incurred transportation
costs for the school since it
opened in 1980. Parents provide
transportation for students. It is a
cost effective program ran by
administrators, students, support
personnel and family. If the
Southside unit is broken up, the
program may not be as effective.
The district argues that the
program is too effective to deny
access to more students, but the
size and age of Southside School
prohibits expansion.
'<
“Fifty percent is the\money
and fifty percent is to grow the
program,” Brown stated. “The
waiting list is getting longer for
Southside.”
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me and made false charges against me. I've had
friends that borrowed money they knew I couldn't
afford to lend, and had no intentions of paying me
back. I've had a girlfriend that attempted to steal
everything I had when she thought I'd die from a
stroke I suffered. I've had a business friend who
tried to steal $250,000 from me.
But the worst thing a so-called friend did to me
was to sell me out and lie about my circumstances
in a court of law in order to get a job that would
enable him to sellout more people! 1
Now, my question is this. What would your
friend have to do to another one ofyour friends that
Would upset you to the extent that you no longer
wanted to be friends?
Think about it. Most readers of this column
would say, “It's not my business” or “That's
between him and Lucius.” For the righteous man
or woman, evil is evil, wrong is wrong and bad is
bad anywhere. It manifests itself!
Not only should we disapprove when bad
things are done to us by false friends, we should
dislike it when our supporters, providers, protec
tors and friends are victimized by friendship
fakers!
Which one of your friends are plotting with the
devil to sell you dut or hurt you?
As I always say, every Jesus has a Judas. Be
careful who you choose to be friends with. “Beast
Too: Dead Man Writing” will be released on Dec.
10 and will available at all major book stores.
Contact Lucius at www.allworldconsultants.net to
pre-order autographed copies.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Florida's Graduation Rate
Rising; Dropouts Falling

Elections
BY TRENIECE GREEN
SPECIAL TO THE CHALLENGER

The years have come and
have screamed for a change.
The years have gone and still we
waited for that change.
Now our wait is over.
Barack Obama has arrived
bearing the change we so
needed for our country.
This year has proven to all
races and genders that there is
no limit to what you can do for
your country, and anything is
possible.
“I have paid more attention
to this election than any other
because of 9-11,” said Heather
Sanford, a St.Petersburg fire
fighter. “The issues on the table
this time were very important,
especially the defense of our
country and also the fuel crisis
which we are experiencing.”
For years we have heard
how adults feel about the
elections and what they think
about the candidates, and now
it’s the kids’ turn. Let’s listen in
on what they’re saying.

“I was confident that Barack
Obama was going to win
because it will be a different
president with a different back
ground,” said Mariah Watts a
seventh grader at John Hopkins
Middle School.
I feel the same way Mariah
does because Barack Obama is
opening doors for people of
other ethnic groups.
But
Symone Brown, also a seventh
grader at John Hopkins, says “I
feel Obama should be president
because he can make a change.
Not because he’s black but
because he actually cares about
the people. And I feel McCain
was just another Bush. He’s just
out for himself. We the people
deserve an honest man for
president. After eight years of
Bush it affects me because I see
people around the city strug
gling, because prices are too
high and people’s families are
fighjting in a pointless war.”
This quote really stood out
to me because I never really
thought about that before. When

Treniece Green

I think about the elections I
think about the change that is
happening and the difference he
is making. Mariah, Symone and
I are only 12 and in the seventh
grade but this election is
opening doors for us all.
The message we hear now is
that no matter how many times a
person tries to bring you down
or tells you that you can’t do
anything because of your skin
color, we can overcome.
Barack Obama has shown
us all-- young and old - that
anything is possible and that the
future is now.

Dialysis Support Group
Raising awareness of chronic kidney disease
and providing support to those on dialysis
A dialysis support group is
open to all patients, caregivers
or friends and will be held at the
James
B.
Sanderlin
Neighborhood Family Center,
2335 22nd Ave. S., St.
Petersburg, FL
33712. The

The dialysis support group
provides a setting where people
can ask questions and share
thoughts and knowledge on
kidney disease, high blood
pressure and diabetes in a
relaxed, friendly atmosphere.

education center is at the rear of
the building. The phone number
is 727-321-9444.

Also, leam more about different
dialysis treatment options. In
addition, there will be informa

Overall, the graduation rate
for example, indicate Florida's
has
improved
15.2 percent since
average freshmen graduation
1998-1999.
TAMPA (AP) - Florida's rate was 63.6 percent in the
“These results reinforce the
high school graduation rate 2005-2006 school year.
tremendous
academic progress
The state recorded a rate of
climbed again last year, boosted
our students have made over the
by continuing strides from 71 percent that year.
Last month, the federal last decade and prove that
minority students and a decline
in the percentage of students Department of Education set Florida is home to some of the
dropping out, according to new new rules, requiring all states to best teachers in the nation,”
state Department of Education use the same reporting system Education Commissioner Eric
by
2010-2011.
Education J. Smith said in a news release.
statistics.
Both the graduation and
State education officials and officials in Florida said they are
Gov. Charlie Crist announced currently reviewing its gradua dropout rate mark the state's
Wednesday that the four-year tion rate to determine what best performance since the
1998-1999 school year, when
changes are needed.
graduation rate had jumped 3
The
figures
released the state began its current
percentage points over the
previous school year to 75.4 Wednesday show gains across method of tabulation.
According to the state's
percent.
Meanwhile,
the most comities in the state,
figures,
students of every
including in the metropolitan
dropout rate dipped from 3.3
ethnicity
were less likely to
regions
encompassing
percent to 2.6 percent.
drop out of school last year,
Florida calculates its high Jacksonville, Miami and Tampa.
with blacks marking the largest
Black and Hispanic students,
school graduation rate by
decline. The state's dropout rate
tracking individual students and who hovered around the 50
is based on a single year and
includes those who earn special percent graduation rate nearly 10
and
General
Education years ago, have risen to 62.5 and includes students across all four
grade levels.
Development diplomas. Other 69.1 percent, respectively.
Those figures have also
American Indian and mul
national studies use .class size
estimates and don't include all tiracial students made the been questioned in the past. An
analysis by Johns Hopkins
biggest leaps in /he past year.
GED recipients.
The difference in reporting Multiracial students went from University for The Associated
Press in 2007 indicated that
75.4 percent to 80.5 percent.
methods has resulted in signifi
cant disparities. The most recent And American Indians jumped more than half of Florida's high
schools sampled had a dropout
figures from the National from 74.7 percent to 80.3
rate
of 40 percent.
Center for Education Statistics, percent.
BY CHRISTINE ARMARIO

tion on nutrition and social
services relating to these treat
ments.
Space is limited. To make a
reservation, contact Mamie Hall
by calling 321-9444 or 4333829 or send her an email at
Lizhall3 821 @hotmail.com.

HELP WANTED
INDEPENDENT ADVERTISING
REPRESENTATIVES
The Weekly Challenger Newspaper is currently seeking success motivated

self-starters with the desire to groW in the fast paced field of marketing.
Candidates requires excellent organizational skills, must be a team player with a
can-do attitude. The position will be responsible for defining and implementing
advertising sales strategies for revenue groWth. Ability to maintain and expand
clientele. Sales representatives are also responsible for developing sales tools, pro
motional plans, and media kits, which they use to help make the sale. Successful
sales experience and the ability to communicate effectively. Courses in marketing,
leadership, communication, business, and advertising are helpful.
To apply fonvard resume by email to:
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com. >
For additional information call

727-896-2922.

Performance-based commission plus bonuses. Equal Opportunity Employer.

MILLION
HEASONS TO LOVE
THESE NEW GAMES.

Law Office Of
•
•
•
•
•

Accidents & lnjuries
Divorce & Family Law
Employment Law
Wills & Probate
Wrongful Death

RONALD L. NELSON, RA.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
5511 CENTRAL AVENUE
ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA 33710

(727) 345-9292
www.ronnelsonlaw.com

WEBB S BAIL BONB
24 Hours A Day *

365 Days A Year

"Mtme

X

CALVARY
CATHOLIC

I

CEMETERY

Burial Spaces

$990
Pre-need
Interest-free
financing
available

Three new Scratch-Off games.
Over $67 Million in prizes.
PLAY TODAY.

(727) 322-0664

Prizes, todudng top prizes, are subject to availability al time of ticket purchase. Must be 18 or older to play
Play responsibly. See retater or telottay com tor details. ©2008 Rorida Lottery

flalottery.com

826 it)rh St. South • St. Petersburg • ftorida,

5233 118 Ave. North
Clearwater, FL 33760

727-572-4355
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Pinellas County Urban League’s
Career Connection Center

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of
p

ublix

BY KATRISA B. WINSTON

Conflict Resolution - What’s Your Style?
An effective conflict resolution process is important to the
employer and employee to maintain successful business oper
ations. What are conflict management skills? These skills are
procedures used by people to gain agreement or compromise
when solving a problem or conflict whether in the workplace
or family. Why is it important to understand the conflict reso
lution processes? If a person lacks the ability to discuss a
problem in an effective way an agreement will not be reached.
Therefore, the challenge is discussing a problem in the
workplace (or family) in a manner that brings about a
workable solution. Truthfully, everyone has developed a
preferred style for resolving conflicts. Some1 individuals
manage conflict and respond by behaviors learned from
parents and relatives, social settings, and environmental influ
ences.
However, employees must become familiar, with their
own behavior style. Thus, a person approaches conflict by
using assertiveness or cooperativeness. There are five
behavior styles employees utilize when faced with conflict:
Competing - behavior - the employee is assertive and
uncooperative, and engages with an ‘I’ must win at all cost
style.
Accommodating - behavior - the employee is unassertive
and cooperative, and desires to please others even when the
decision infringes on his or her own personal desires.
Avoiding - behavior - the employee is unassertive and
uncooperative, and would avoid conflict, confrontation, or
withdraws entirely to situations.
Collaborating - behavior - the employee is both assertive
and cooperative and attempts to work with others to discover
a workable solution that fully satisfies the concerns of all
parties.
Compromising — behavior —‘the employee balances the

qualities of assertiveness and cooperativeness. He or she
quickly identifies a prompt, mutually acceptable solution that
partially satisfies both parties while the addressing issue
directly.
Everyone has the capacity to use all five resolution
approaches. Although, some people tend to rely on one
approach more heavily than others methods to reach a
solution. It is wise to maintain behaviors that are predictable
in the presence of co-workers and family members. If you are
known to fly off the handle when your buttons are pushed you
will diminish your effectiveness in resolving conflict and
reaching an amicable solution.
Hot Jobs

- Public Relations & Media Specialist - Pinellas County
- Business Development Manager - Pinellas County Gov.
- Coordinator - HomeGoods
- Life Insurance C/S
- Medical Collections Customer Service - Clearwater
- Programmer/Developer
- A.R.M. Specialist - Automated Records Management
Systems - Pinellas County
- Census Bureau - Testing Site: Pinellas County Urban
League - Call for more info.
\ \ ■
- Special Collections Officer - City of St. Petersburg
- Case Manager - St. Petersburg - Goodwill
Most jobs listed require a background check and drug
screening. Contact your nearest Pinellas County Urban
League’s Career Connection Center for job placement assis
tance and more information. We are located at 333 31st St. N.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33713 and 1402 N. M.L. King Jr. Ave.,
Clearwater, FL 33755. Contact Mr. Frank Acevedo at (727)
327-2081, ext. 113; or Ms. Aja Bateman at (727) 442-9516 for
additional information.
Resources for this article: “How to Resolve Conflicts at Work”

Friday, Dec. 5 - Get Downtown Music Series. Central Ave.
between 2nd and 3rd St. First Friday monthly. Features
local jazz musicians and vendors. 727-393-3597.

Friday, Dec. 5 - Artist Invasion. Williams Park. 7 to 11 p.m.
St. Pete Art Beat presents a night time extravagansa of
music, vendors, artists and fashion, www.ivankaska.com
or 727-822-7752.
Saturday, Dec. 6 - This Saturday's Community Prayer
Breakfast at St. Augustine's Episcopal Church features
Rev. Robert L. Ward, the Co-chair of the F.A.S.T. organiza
tion and Pastor at Mt. Moriah Missionary Baptist Church.
The long-standing breakfast begins at 9:00AM on Dec. 6
and is sponsored by the Men's Brotherhood at St.
Augustine's Church, 2920 26th Avenue, South in St.
Petersburg. Tickets for the full-service breakfast are
available at the door. “Faith and Action for Strength
Together” is the Guest Speaker's theme for the morning.
There will be Questions and Answers following Rev. Ward's
address.

Saturday, Dec. 6 - Haz-to-Go Pickup of Disposable/
Recyclable
Hazardous Materials.
Located
in
St.
Petersburgs City Lot #4, on the north side of Second
Avenue between Fourth and Fifth Streets North. 9 a.m. to
noon. The Downtown Neighborhood Association has
arranged to have the Haz-to-Go Trailer collect, at no
charge, hazardous waste items such as fluorescent bulbs,
household cleaners, computers, televisions, printers, cell
phones, household batteries, pesticides, paint products,
fertilizers, and automotive fluids. Call 727-464-7500.

Saturday, Dec. 6 - Williams Park Beautification Volunteer
Day, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Volunteers clean up the area of
debris and plant colorful flowers to,add a holiday flavor to
the park. Come out and join the Downtown Neighborhood
Association. 727-898-8851.

Saturday, Dec. 6 - 22nd Street Youth Market, Sweetbay

CLASSIFIED
HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

MARy KAy®

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

W Independent Sales Director

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617
Larry Eugene Walker * Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Dianne Speights
/ 727-866-6621
727-403-0144
dspeights@marykay.com
www.marykay.com/dspeights

Hair It Iz
CONDO - BROADWATER/
ST. PETERSBURG AREA
REMODELED

(Natural faemical & Biracial Jfrair fare
“Were you can take your hair to the next Level”

1068 4th Street North, St. Petersburg, FL 33701

Spacious living room, large bedroom, new kitchen and bath,
dining room, tile floors, central heat/air, pool and lawn service.

For more information call
727-343-7332
Creal Funeral
Home
1940 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida
(727) 896-2602

727-743-4239
Mario Scott-Brown / Cosmetologist
www.hairitizsalon.com/www.salonlofts.com

Supermarket parking lot, 22nd St. and 18 Ave. S. 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Youth and youth organizations offering art, crafts,
fund-raising products, services and no longer used
treasures to the public. To participate or for more informa
tion go to www.discover22ndst.com or 727-455-5130.

Saturday, Dec. 6 - Santa Parade - Christmas Celebrations
From Around the World, throughout downtown to the water
front. 10 a.m. The St. Petersburg Santa Parade sponsored by
the Lions Club, the Suncoasters and Florida Central Credit
Union welcomes Santa to our city, www.myspace.com/lionsclubparade or 727-525-5950 or 727-893-7441.

Saturday, Dec. 6 - Snowfest, North Straub Park..Following
the Santa Parade. Enjoy holiday traditions, refreshments
and celebrate the season in a magical wonderland of
winter activities. 727-893-7441.
Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 6 - 7 - The Chocolate Nutcracker,
Mahaffey Theater at Progress Energy Center for the Arts,
400 1st St. S. www.mahaffeytheater.com or 727-892-5798.

Friday, Dec. 19 - National Council of Negro Women
Monthly meeting and Holiday Fellowship 9:30 A.M.,
Fannye A. Ponder Council House, 1835 9th Ave. S. St.
Petersburg.

Sunday, Dec. 21 - 2008 Christmas Pageant, ‘The Night
That Love Came Down,” hosted by Mt. Pilgram MBC
Hpositality and
Sunday School
Ministries,Sunday,
December 21, 5:00 p.m. Secret Santa For Kids, Fun
Galore Mt.Pilgram MBC 4000 5th Ave. S., St. Petersburg.

Matters of the Heart Radio and Connecting Point Ministry
will be hosting a Christmas Event in the spirit of
Joy, Love, Peace and Fellowship for the Christmas Season
Theme: “The True Meaning of Christmas”
Date: Saturday, December 6,2008 • Tune: 11:00 a.m.

©elta Sigma Theta Sorority, ^nc

Place: Glad Tiding Assembly of God

State Approved Pre-Funeral
Arrangement Plan

St. Petersburg Alumnae Chapter

4200 l7th Ave. N., St. Petersburg, Florida

Annual Breakfast with Santa

Pastor Randy Helms
Everyone is invited to attend...

Saturday, December 6,2008

There will be Dance Ministries, Angelic Messengers,

Burial Service • Funeral Service
Cremation Service • Shipping Service
Robert Creal, Sr., LFD

Christmas Blessings, and a lot of good warm-hearted food

8:00 am-ll:30am

God has a special Blessing for you. Be there!

National Guard Armory

For additional information contact
Denise Wright at 727-488-8818

3601 38th Avenue South
.
\

St. Petersburg, Florida
Admission $5.00
Photos with Santa $5.00 each
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Health Care Resources
Available In Difficult Times
Eli Lilly and Company committed to
helping people address health needs
INDIANAPOLIS - In
these
troubling
economic
times, people may be unable to
make their health care a
priority and may feel that they
don't have the money to visit
their doctor or fill a prescrip
tion. According to a survey by
the National Association of
Insurance Commissioners
released in August 2008, 22
percent of Americans say that
they have cut back on the
number of times they see a
physician as a result of the
weaker economy.
Eleven percent say they
have cut back on the number of
prescription drugs they take or
the dosage of those medica
tions to make the, prescriptions
last longer.
Ultimately, this neglect
may lead to declining health
across the country, both physi
cally and mentally. Eli Lilly
and Company has resources
available that can help people
manage their health, even if
their financial concerns are
becoming overwhelming.
Lilly has patient assistance
programs to help people meet
their
healthcare
needs.
Additional
information
is
available at www.lillyforbetterhealth.com.
- LillyMedicareAnswers™
is a patient assistance program
that provides eligible Medicare
recipients access to affordable
Lilly medications outside of
their Medicare Part D plan. To

leam more or apply, go to
www.lillymedicareanswers.com
or call (877) RX-LILLY
(1-877-795-4559).
- Lilly Cares™ is a patient
assistance
program
that
provides access to Lilly
products
for legal U.S.
residents regardless of their
ability to pay. Through physi
cians, patients who
are
otherwise unable to obtain
Lilly medications may qualify
for free medicines. To leam
more or apply, go to www.lillycares.com or call (877) RXLILLY (1-877-795-4559).
- The Partnership for
Prescription Assistance helps
qualifying patients who lack
prescription coverage receive
the medicines they need
through public or private
programs. Many of these
programs are offered by
individual pharmaceutical
companies. PPA is sponsored
by the Pharmaceutical
Research and Manufacturers
of America, doctors, other
health care providers, patient
advocacy organizations and
community groups. There is no
cost to patients for PPA’s
services. To leam more, visit
www.pparx.org or call (888)
4PPA-NOW (888-477-2669).
“A Healthy You!”
America’s Guide to Healthy
Living is aimed at addressing
the effects of poor health in the

includes an extensive listing of
specific resources in each state
where people can access useful
programs and agencies in thenarea. The content is available
online at www.lillyforbetterhealth.com, and Lilly has been
distributing the book at health
fairs and other events around
the country.
Readers will find informa
tion on each one of these key
measures and more. Chapters
include: “Exercise and
Nutrition”; “Children’s Health;
Women’s Health”; “Men’s
Health”; “Older Adults”;
“Mental Health”; “Diabetes”;
“Living Heart Healthy”;
“Cancer Screening”;
“Substance Abuse/Tobacco
Cessation”; “Veterans Health”;
and “Patient Assistance
Programs.”
Lilly, a leading innovationdriven corporation, is develop
ing a growing portfolio of firstin-class and best-in-class phar
maceutical
products
by
applying the latest research
from its own worldwide labo
ratories and from collabora
tions with eminent scientific
organizations. Headquartered
in Indianapolis, Lilly provides
answers - through medicines
and information - for some of
the world's most urgent
medical needs. Additional
information about Lilly is
available at www.lilly.com.
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Building Wealth
By: Cherin L. Stover

Barack Obama And The EITC
And A Call To Action
When President-Elect Barack Obama was a VITA sites saved over half a million dollars in
state senator in Illinois, he led the initiative to preparation fees. Working together, community
enact a state Earned Income Tax Credit to supple members can share the word about the free
service. Let’s see if we can save our fellow
ment the federal EITC program. Then, as now,
Obama focused his attention on the working men citizens a million dollars this time.
The VlTA sites also provide links to financial
and women who have helped build this country.
educators, budgeting experts, foreclosure preven
He has spoken often through the years of the
importance of having workers believe in and tion counselors, banking and credit union repre
sentatives. We are a community, and we can work
reach the American dream, to believe in possibil
ities and future for themselves and for their together to ease the economic pain of so many
among us.
children.
This is the time of year when we all need to
It is important to recognize the role that the
say to everyone we know, will you take credit this
federal Earned Income Tax Credit plays in
helping people meet the challenges of the present year? Do you know that you or someone you
and plan for future opportunities. Enacted in know may be eligible for the Earned Income Tax
Credit, the Child Tax Credit, the Elderly Credit or
1975 with strong bi-partisan support, the EITC
has been the most effective anti-poverty program Disability Credit?
in American history. This refundable federal tax
Families, neighbors, neighborhood associa
credit allows workers to use tax refunds to open a tions, sororities, fraternities, churches, businesses
bank account, build savings or pay bills and all can play a vital role in getting the word out
improve credit. EITC money has helped about EITC, VITA and other. asset-building
taxpayers pay for transportation to work, for opportunities. Knowledge is power. We can share
education, for home ownership. It has provided a cthe knowledge about these programs. Together
means for people to lift themselves up. It is we can weather the economic storms surrounding
money that workers have earned, money they can us.
use to better their lives.
In the prologue of his excellent autobiogra- (
During the current economic crisis, it is more phy, civil rights icon John Lewis wrote about
urgent than ever for taxpayers to realize that they what America was to him and used that imagery
may be eligible for the EITC as well as other tax for the title of his book, “Walking with the
credits. Each year millions of federal EITC
Wind.” He wrote: “But we knew another storm
dollars go unclaimed in Pinellas. I am writing this would come, and we would have to do it all over
column as a call to action to the community: let’s
again. And we did. And we still do, all of us. You
work together to bring those millions of dollars to
and I. Children holding hands, walking with the
working families and to the local economy. This
wind. That is America to me - not just the
is money that can circulate and create jobs and movement for civil rights but the endless struggle
save homes at a time when jobs and homes are to respond with decency, dignity and a sense of
being lost.
brotherhood to all the challenges that face us as a
In Pinellas County, almost half of the people nation, as a whole... That is the story, in essence
who are aware of and claim EITC pay for tax of my life, of the path to which I’ve been
preparation and rapid refunds. The costs of the
committed since I turned from a boy to a man,
fees and high interest loans involved undercut the
and to which I remain committed today... That
very purpose of the Earned Income Tax Credit.
path involves nothing less than the-pursuit of the
The refund anticipation loan business is a billion most precious and pure concept I have ever
dollar a year industry. These billion dollars are known, an ideal I discovered as a young man that
coming from the communities across the country has guided me like a beacon ever since, a concept
that can least afford to lose the money. This loss
called the Beloved Community.”
lessens the quality of life for families, individuals
Let us share our knowledge. Let us support
and the community.
one another. Let us serve the community.
During the upcoming tax filing season, there
Please call 727-321-9444 to find out how
will be 10 free income tax preparation sites you may participate.
located throughout the county. The Wealth
The Wealth Building Coalition of Pinellas
Building Coalition/Pinellas Prosperity Campaign County promotes community awareness of the
provides the free service in partnership with the Earned Income Tax Credit and free tax prepara
IRS Volunteer Income Tax Assistance program.
tion for working families and individuals and is
Last tax season, taxpayers who came to the free
sponsored by JWB Children’s Services Council.

a

Free Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance Locations
- Childs Park YMCA, 691 43rd St. S, St.
Petersburg, 727-209-9622.
- Clearwater Neighborhood Housing Services,
608 N. Garden Ave., Clearwater.
- Daystar Life Center, 226 Sixth St. S., St.
Petersburg.
- Enoch Davis Center, 1111 18th Ave. S., St.
Petersburg, 727-893-7803.
- GRAYDI, 13420 Adams Circle, Largo.

- High Point Neighborhood Family Cente
5812 150th Ave. N., Clearwater, 727-533-0730.
- James B. Sanderlin Family Center, 233
22nd Ave. S., St. Petersburg.
- Lealman and Asian Center, 4255 56th Av
N., St. Petersburg, 727-520-9820.
Pinellas Village, 8384 Bayou Boardwal
Largo, 727-399-2500.
- Union Academy, 401 Martin Luther King, J
Dr., Tarpon Springs, FL 34689.

T-SHIRTS. UNIFORMS, SPORTSWEAR. FAMILY REUNIONS. MEMORIALS

Pit (727)823-2500

PH: (727J768-7529
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BLACK
HISTORY
—
ENTERTAINMENT
^Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

Bernard A. Harris Jr.

Rick G^'*
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Sarasota Jazz Club’s Big Band
Bash A Huge Success!
The Jazz Club of Sarasota
scored another hit with its very
first annual “Big Band Bash” in
an outdoor concert the Saturday
after Thanksgiving. Fans were
urged to bring blankets and
chairs, but no coolers since food
and drink were available for
purchase. This event was co
sponsored by Sarasota County
Parks and Recreation and
funded in part by a grant from
the Sarasota County Arts
Council, Tourist Development
Council and Sarasota County
Board of County Board
of County Commissioners,
Admission was $5 per person at
the gate.
The Club hosted about 500
big band fans at Phillippi Estate
Park to listen to the music
played by two of the best
swinging bands in the Tampa
Bay area. The Bay Band
directed by Bob Edwards
brought a group of 15 talented
musicians who literally hail
from all over the world. The
Ken Loomer Big Band
presented the jazz fans with
music performed by 17 top
musicians who sounded as
good as they did when they
openedfbr the .Clearwater, Jazz.
Holiday this past October.

If you remember, Saturday
was a beautiful day; sun
shining, a slight breeze, and a
weather forecast of “no rain.”,
As the big band jazz fans
entered the park carrying their
lawn chairs and blankets, the
atmosphere became more and
more festive. It was more than
obvious that it was about to turn
into a real “happening!” A
familiar aroma hung in the air.
There was a scent of charcoal
burning in the bottom of an
outdoor grill giving notice to all
taste-buds that Dorthea Bacon’s
Doe Al’s Bar-be-que of St.

Petersburg was in the house.
Customers washed down her
mouthwatering Southern
cuisine with delicious home
made iced tea. I overheard one
smiling jazz fan tell a group of
his friends, “Man, you gotta try
this delicious Que!” I watched
as the six of them started
walking towards the food area.
Other vendors spreading
joy by way of their food sales
were the Optimist Club,
offering the best in hamburgers,
hotdogs and miscellaneous
beverages. Bliss Concessions
held their own serving Coney
Island French fries and funnel
cake. Over near the Budweiser
set-up, the popcorn wagon blew
his train-like whistle drawing
customers in his direction. Allin-all, there was plenty to eat
and drink while listening to
great big band music.
Commencing at 1
the
Bay Band was the first band to
perform. This band also
provided a vocalist who enter
tained the audience with tunes
such as, “Sunny Side of the
Street” and “You Made Me
Love You,” and more. Some of
the all instrumental tunes
played by the band included
“I’m In the Mood For Swing,”
“Green Dolphin Street,”
“Shadow of Your Smile,”
“Malaguena” and many mdre.
The Ken Loomer Big Band
took over the music reigns and
guided themselves into a
rousing finale. Drummer Ken
Loomer and his swinging big
band style touch all people
and all generations. Loomer
announced that the idea sup
porting his band is to first keep
jazz and big band music alive.
Many of the band’s music
charts are original arrange
ments. However, their perform
ance also includes tunes, of

p.m.,

Bernard A. Harris, Jr,

Big Band Bash

Count Basie, Buddy Rich,
Woody
Herman,
Duke
Ellington, and other famous
bands. This concert witnessed
the Ken Loomer Big Band go
through a repertoire of funda
mental and brilliantly arranged
contemporary music that
produced a sound that is
difficult to forget. Starting their
set with an original uptempo
tune “Swinging with Kenny,”
the group had the audience
swinging from the very
beginning. At the end of the
performance, the band nearly
brought the house down with a
a rousing finale of “Love For
Sale.”
The success of this first
annual event has the Jazz Club
of Sarasota already planning on
nex,t years Big. Band Bash- Let
it be known, there are a huge
number of big band fans that
will be anticipating another
great event. If you didn’t make,
it this year, make sure that you
don’t miss it in 2009.
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans - do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear from
YOU! You may visit my Web Site
at rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email
me at JazzJamm@aol.com. You
may also mail your letters to. Rick
Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The Weekly
Challenger, 2500 ML King St., S.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

Bernard Anthony Harris Jr.,
bom June 26, 1956 in Temple,
Texas is a former NASA
astronaut. On Feb. 9, 1995,
Harris became the first AfricanAmerican to perform an extra
vehicular activity (spacewalk),
during the second of his two
Space Shuttle flights.
Harris graduated from Sam
Houston High School, in San
Antonio where he was actively
involved in science fairs, book
clubs and other school activi
ties. He received a bachelor’s
degree
in
biology
from
University of Houston in 1978.
He earned his MD degree from
Texas Tech University School
of Medicine in 1982. Harris
completed a residency in
internal medicine at the Mayo
Clinic in 1985.
Harris completed a National
Research Council Fellowship at
NASA’s Ames Research Center
in 1987. While at Ames, he
conducted research in muscu
loskeletal
physiology
and
disuse.
He also trained as a flight
surgeon

at

the

Aerospace

School of Medicine at Brooks
Air Force Base in San Antonio
in 1988. Dr. Harris received a
master’s degree in biomedical
science from The University of
Texas Medical Branch in 1996.

Bernard A. Harris, Jr, wearing
extravehicular mobility unit
(EMU) and communications
carrier assembly (CCA),
listens' to instructions during a
communications check prior
to an underwater simulation
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Harris is also a certificated pilot.
After completing his fel
lowship at NASA Ames, he
joined NASA’s Johnson Space
Center as a clinical scientist and
flight surgeon, where he
conducted clinical investiga
tions of space adaptation and
developed countermeasures for
extended duration space flight.
He was the first black man
to go in space as one of NASA’s
research teams and he was
involved in the construction of
the space rovers.
Harris is a member of many
professional, academic and
service organizations, including
the American College of
Physicians, Phi Kappa Phi

cialist on STS-55, Spacelab D2, in August 1991. He flew on
board Columbia for ten days,
(26 April 1993 - 6 May 1993);
on the mission the Shuttle
reached one year of accumulat
ed flight time. Harris was part of
the payload crew of Spacelab
D-2; conducting a variety of
research in physical and life
sciences. During this flight,
Harris logged over 239 hours
and 4,164,183 rriiles in space.
His second mission was as
the Payload Commander on
STS-63 (2 February 1995 -11
February 1995), the first flight
of the : hew joint RussianAmerican
Space
Program.
Mission highlights included the

Harris in life raft during emergency egress exercises at JSC's
Weightless Environment Training Facility, December 'S, 1992

Honor Society, Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity and the Boys and
Girls Club of Houston, of which
he is a member of the board of
directors. He has been recog
nized several times by NASA
and other organizations for his
professional

and

academic

achievements. In 1996 he
received an honorary doctorate
from the Morehouse College
School of Medicine. He has
helped many black children
through charitable donations.
In 2005, the North East
Independent School District in
San Antonio named a middle
school under construction after
Harris. The Bernard Harris
Middle School opened in
August 2006 with a capacity of
1500 students. He is a great
figure that. always expresses
Leadership with his mind, body
and soul.
Selected by NASA in
January 1990, Harris became ari
astronaut in July 1991, and
qualified for assignment as a
mission specialist on future
Space Shuttle flight crews. He
served as the crew representa
tive for Shuttle Software in fhe
Astronaut
Operations
Development Branch. Harris
was assigned as a mission spe-

Office

Tentfa

first rendezvous (but not
docking) with the Russian space
station Mir and retrieval df
Spartan 204 satellite. During the
flight, Harris became the first
African-American to walk in
space, while fellow astronaut
Michael Foale became the'first
British-born spacewalker. (It
was also on this flight that
Eileen Collins became the first
female Shuttle pilot.) On this
mission, Harris logged 198
hours, 29 minutes in space,
completed 129 orbits, and
traveled over 2.9 million miles.
Harris left NASA in April
1996,
but has
continued
research..
In 199*8, he founded The
Harris Foundation, a Houston,
Texas-based non-profit organi
zation, whose stated mission is
“to invest in community-based
initiatives to support education,
health
and wealth.
THF
supports
programs
that
empower individuals, in partic
ular minorities and other eco
nomically and/or socially disad
vantaged, to recognize their
potential and pursue their
dreams.”
In 2008, he appeared in
Microsoft’s “I’m a P.C.” ad
campaign.
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Bucs Mum On
Monte Kiffin's Future

BUCS
CORNER

BY FRED GOODALL

Bucs Slow Down QB Drew Brees
To Beat Saints 23-20

Carnell “Cadillac” Williams
BY FRED GOODALL

TAMPA (AP) - Moments
after playing down reports that
his days as an NFL assistant
may be numbered, Monte
Kiffin's voice rose- a few
octaves while praising another
stellar performance by the
Tampa Bay defense.
The Buccaneers frustrated
Drew Brees during a 23-20
victory over the New Orleans
Saints on Sunday, and the 68year-old architect of the game
plan that stymied the NFL
passing leader was downright
giddy.
“This guy is so tough. They
put up 51 points last Monday
night! How about it! We gave
up 20 points! That's a pretty
dam good job,” Kiffin said after
dismissing as “speculation” talk
that he's decided to leave his job
as defensive coordinator to

work for his son Lane,..the pew
coach at the University of
Tennessee. "W
...
The Bucs intercepted Brees
three times, twice in the closing
minutes, and Matt Bryant
kicked a 37-yard field goal with
1:55 left to help Tampa Bay
remain in a tie with Carolina for
fjrst place in the NFC South.
The Bucs and Panthers (93) meet next Monday night in
Charlotte. Tampa Bay plays its
-final divisional game the
following week at third-place
Atlanta (8-4).
“That's the best scenario we
can ask for because we don't
have to sit around and wait for
anybody,” Bucs comerback
Ronde Barber said. “We can
take the NFC South the way we
want to.”
Brees, on pace to break Dan
Marino's single-season yardage
record, threw for 296 yards and
two touchdowns but the Saints
weren't able to overcome his
turnovers, including the inter
ception of a third-quarter pass
that Barber tipped to Cato June
in the end zone.
“We had our perfect chances
out there and we didn't take
advantage of it,” Brees said. “It's
disappointing, very disappoint
ing. It's probably one of the
more disappointing losses I

have ever been a part of.”
The victory was the fourth
straight for Tampa Bay. The
Bucs are 6-1 since Jeff Garcia
regained the starting quarter
back job, which he lost after a
poor performance in ar season
opening loss against the Saints
(6-6).
Garcia was sacked four
times and limited to 119 yards
passing, but threw 38 yards to
Antonio Bryant for a third-,
quarter touchdown that put the
Bucs
up
20-10.
Camell
“Cadillac” Williams also scored
on an 8-yard run, his first TD
since a career-threatening knee
injury 14 months ago.
“That was big,” said
Williams, who gained 20 yards
on four carries in his second
game since being activated
from the physically unable to
perform list. “I was just glad
that down around the goal line
they called my number.”??’
Brees was 2t>-of-47" and
wiped out a 10-point fourthquarter deficit by throwing a
20-yard TD pass to Pierre
Thomas and taking advantage
of a short punt to tie the game
on

Garrett

Hartley's

second

field goal with 5:34 to go.
With the game on the line,
though, he couldn't stop New
Orleans from falling to 0-17

when trailing after . three
quarters under coach Sean
Payton.
“We did get a few chances,
got the momentum our way to
tie it at 20, but we just didn't
have enough in us,” Payton
said.
The Bucs took control early
in the third quarter, marching 46
yards to go ahead 13-10 on
Williams' first TD since Sept.
23, 2007, against St. Louis the
week before he tom the patellar
tendon in his right knee.
Special teams has been a
big part of Tampa Bay's
success; and return man Clifton
Smith was a huge factor again
Sunday. He ran down Glenn
Pakulak's 70-yard punt and
raced 42 yards to the Saints 39
to set up a second-quarter field
goal, then had a 12-yard return
to the New Orleans 43 to
position the, Bucs for Garcia's
TD throw to Bryant.
Josh Bidwell's 18-yard punt
helped the Saints tie the game,
but he redeemed himself with a
37-yarder that pinned the Saints
at their own 7 with just under
four minutes to go. Phillips
intercepted a, pass intended Tor
Colston to set up the winning
field goal, then Buchanon
sealed the victory with his pick
on a throw intended for Moore.

UP NEXT FOR THE BUCS:
The Bucs (9-3) will travel to Carolina to face the Panthers (9-3) Monday, Dec. 8 at 8:15 p.m.

Onward Oklahoma:
BCS Favors OU Over Texas
BY RALPH D. RUSSO
NEW YORK (AP) - A week
before the final standings are
released
and
the
Bowl
Championship Series is already
ticking people off.
Oklahoma not Texas is
headed to the Big 12 champi
onship game with an inside
track to the national title game
by moving ahead of the
Longhorns
in
the
BCS
standings Sunday.
Texas' victory against the
Sooners in October wasn't
enough to give the Longhorns
the advantage in a three-way tie
between the Red River rivals
and Texas Tech atop the Big 12
South. And that's sure to leave
many in Austin dismayed at the
least.
“Going into the last couple
of weeks, we knew that a good
team was going to be left out of
the Big 12 championship.
Unfortunately, in this situation,
it was us,’-’ Texas coach Mack
Brown said in a statement. It is
what it is. We don't like it, we
don't agree with it or think it's
fair, but, like anything else,
we'll handle .it and move
forward.”
The Big 12 had to use its
fifth tiebreaker, best BCS
rating, to determine which team
will
play
North
winner
Missouri on Saturday in Kansas

City, Mo.
The Sooners (11-1), who
lost to Texas 45-35 in October,
barely edged the Longhorns.
Oklahoma has a .9351 BCS
average. Texas' BCS average is
,9223.
Oklahoma was a point
ahead of Texas in the USA
Today coaches' poll and six
points behind the Longhorns in
the Harris Interactive. The
computer ratings preferred the
Sooners and that made the dif
ference.
“They don't have agendas,
they don't have loyalties, they
don't have opinions. They don't
have all the bias that everyone
else does,” Oklahoma coach
Bob Stoops said. “And if you
say no one else does, then I
don't think you're really being
truthful.”
So the Longhorns will be
watching two teams they beat
play for the conference title,
rooting for Missouri.
Oklahoma is second in the
BCS standings behind unbeaten
Alabama. Texas is third and
Florida is fourth.
The
winner
of
the
Southeastern Conference cham
pionship game between the
Crimson Tide and Gators is
virtually guaranteed a spot in
the BCS national title game on
Jan. 8 in Miami.
Oklahoma would earn the

other spot by heating Missouri.
If the Sooners lose, it could
open the door for Texas to go to
the national title game, despite
not playing for its conference
championship.
If voters are squeamish
about letting a team that didn't
win its conference play for a
national championship, maybe
Southern California could get a
shot at the SEC champ in South
Florida.
The Trojans are fifth in the
BCS standings with a game to
go at rival UCLA.
The strength of the Big 12
South led to this new BCS con
troversy, with the top three
teams in the conference each
finishing 11-1. *
After beating Oklahoma
and jumping to No. 1 in the
polls, Texas (11-1) lost at Texas
Tech 39-33 on Nov. 1. The Red
Raiders (11-1), No. 2 at the
time, then lost at Oklahoma 6521 on Nov. 22.
The lopsided loss dropped
Texas Tech way back. The Red
Raiders were seventh in
Sunday's standings.
After beating Texas Tech,
Stoops touted his team publicly.
But later in the week, Stoops
passed on a chance make
another pitch to poll voters and
said the politicking that's
become a part of the BCS was
making more coaches favor a

major college playoff.
Brown, maybe sensing that
his team was in danger of losing
its spot, did his best to
campaign for the 'Homs
without slighting the Sooners in
several national television and
radio interviews last week.
Brown
did
a
telephone
interview with ABC's announc
ers during the OklahomaOklahoma State broadcast.
Brown has stopped short of
supporting a playoff, saying
only that the BCS is flawed.
But
ultimately,
the
Longhorns' victory against
Oklahoma couldn't trump the
Sooners' surge over the past two
months.
Oklahoma has scored at
least 60 points in its past four
games, and has won its past five
games by at least 20 points.
Though it's not as if Texas
has been struggling down the
strqtch. The Longhorns' only
loss came on Graham Harrell's
touchdown pass to Michael
Crabtree with 1 second left in
the game. That was also the
fourth of four consecutive
games for the Longhorns
against teams ranked in the top
11 of the AP poll.
Since losing to the Red
Raiders, Texas has won three
games by a combined score of
129-37.

'

TAMPA (AP) - Although the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers expect to
have Monte Kiffin drawing up
defensive game plans for the rest
of the season, his future with the
NFC South co-leaders remains
unclear.
Neither Kiffin or the Bucs
have done anything to end specu
lation that the 68-year-old
defensive
coordinator
has
decided to leave the NFL to work
for his son, Lane, the new coach
at the University of Tennessee.
Bucs general manager Bruce
Allen said Monday he knows
how the situation will play out,
but would not disclose Whether
Kiffin is staying or will give up a
$2 million salary that makes him
one ofthe highest-paid defensive
assistants in the league.
- “This really has been
addressed some time ago with
Monte. We feel very comfortable
that we know what's taking
place,” Allen said. “We'll let
Monte make any comments he
wants to make attd respect his
views when he does.”
Coach Jon Gruden said either
way, Kiffin will be with Tampa
Bay at least through the end of
the season.
Kiffin was unavailable for
comment. After the Bucs (9-3)
intercepted Drew Brees three
times and slowed down the
NFL's top-ranked offense during
a 23-20 victory over New
Orleans on Sunday, he dismissed
reports he intends to leave as
“just speculation.’’’^ 6th Its, vhf
“It's going to persist. I don't

have any update. ... Monte's the
guy to talk to,” Gruden said
during his Weekly news confer
ence. “I'll just say this we're
excited to have won the game,
and I can only comment on the
Buccaneers.”
Under Kiffin's leadership,
Tampa Bay's defense has
allowed the fewest points in the
NFL since 1997 and ranked in
the top 10 in fewest yards
allowed 10 of the last 11 seasons,
including nine straight from
1997-2005.
Gruden said he doesn't
expect questions about Kiffin's
future to affect the focus of the
players as the team fries to repeat
as NFC South champions.
“A lot of our coaches are
sought-after every year and
Monte's sought-after every year.
He should be,” Gruden said. “But
I'm not worried about any dis
tractions. We've got a great
opportunity ahead of uS, and we
want to take advantage of it.”
Allen said there have been
discussions before about the pos
sibility of Kiffin leaving Tampa
Bay to join his son. There was
also dialogue when Lane became
head coach of the Oakland
Raiders in 2007 and prior to that
when he was considering a job at
the University of Minnesota.
■ Lane Kiffin said at his news
conference in Knoxville:
“I'm not talking about any
names today on the staff due to
respect of the contracts those
guys may be under. When it's all
said and done, you'll be
Staff

that comes here.”

LSU's Season
Enough For A Bowl
Appearance
BATON ROUGE, La. (AP)
LSU's worst regular season of the
decade is still good enough for a
postseason bowl appearance.
The question is where?
“It was a long November,”
junior wide receiver, Brandon
LaFell said Monday. “We didn't
go out and play like LSU has
played.”
Last
year's
national
champions closed the 2008
regular season with back-to-back
losses to Ole Miss and Arkansas.
Ole Miss soundly defeated LSU
31-13, while the Razorbacks
rallied from 16-point, secondhalf deficit to beat the Tigers 3130.
LSU (7-5, 3-5) won just
seven games their fewest total
since 2000 and won only three
Southeastern Conference games,
their fewest since 1999 when

a

they posted one victory.
Despite the subpar perform
ance, the Tigers will participate
in a bowl game for a schoolrecord ninth consecutive season.
Next Sunday, team officials
speculate they'll likely be invited
to the Chick-fil-A Bowl in
Atlanta which matches an SEC
team with a team from the
Atlantic Coast Conference.
The Outback Bowl in
Tampa, is also a possibility.
LSU has taken part in two
previous
Chick-fil-A
Bowl
games this decade when it was
called the Peach Bowl. LSU
defeated Georgia Tech in 2000
and Miami (Fla.) in 2005. The
2000 Tigers team also had just
seven victories, but they won
four of their last five regular
season games. This LSU squad
has dropped five of its last eight.

NCAA Football
BCS Standings
1. Alabama 12-0

14. Oklahoma State 9-3

2. Oklahoma 11-1

15. Georgia Tech 9-3

3. Texas 11-1

If). Georgia 9-3

4. Florida 11-1

17. Boston College 9-3

5. USC 10-1

18. BYU 10-2

6. Utah 12-0

19. Oregon 9-3

7. Texas Tech 11-1

20. Missouri 9-3

8. Penn State 11-1

21. Michigan State 9-3

9. Boise State 12-0
10. Ohio State 10-2

22. NorthWestem 9-3
2$. Pitt 8-3

11. TCU 10-2

24. Florida State 8-4

12. Ball State 12-0

25. Virginia Tech 8-4

13. Cincinnati 10-2
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STATE NEWS
Born Early: Too Many Florida
Births Are Premature
BY JENNIFER PORTMAN

TALLAHASSEE (AP) There is no shouting here.
In the neonatal intensivecare
unit
at
Tallahassee
Memorial, nurses’ voices are
restrained even as they rush in
with new patients and gently
push needles into thread-thin
veins. Too much stimulation can
overwhelm their tiny chaiges.
With underdeveloped lungs,
babies cannot cry out.
As the Tillman family of
Tallahassee
discovered,
no
parent ever wants to be in these
spotless rooms with miniature
medical instruments. No one
ever plans it. But hundreds of
area parents each year find them
selves in this crowded ward of
dread and miracles.
For some reason, often
unknown, their baby has come
too soon, before his body and
vital
organs
have
fully
developed. Parents are told right
away: Your baby’s chance of
dying is 80-20.
By now, state and national
public-health officials had hoped
the number of premature births
would be on the decline. It’s not.
Between 1995 and 2005,
Florida saw a 17 percent increase
in babies bom early, putting
them at greater risk of dying
before their first birthday or
suffering
lifelong
health
problems.
The March of Dimes ranked
Florida the lOth-worst state on
its national prematurity report
card. Nationally* rates have gone
up 30 percent since 1981.
“We are not doing well,”
state
epidemiologist
Bill
Sappenfield said. “We are not
improving.”
The March of Dimes and
other advocates for maternal and
infant health are trying to reverse

the troubling trend with a
campaign to make reducing pre
maturity a top national priority.
They say there’s a need for
greater education and more
research into why so many
babies are bom too soon.
“More than 80 percent of the
time we don’t even understand
why people go into labor early,”
said Dr. David Dixon with North
Florida Women’s Care, the
largest obstetrics practice in
Tallahassee. “There are still so
many who deliver early that we
have no explanation for.”
Doctors and researchers
know that factors such as
smoking, drinking or other drug
use during pregnancy increase
die risk of premature birth. The
oldest and youngest moms are
also at higher risk, as are those
carrying multiple babies, those
who’ve had infertility treatments
or previous premature births, or
those who are under stress or in
poor health. Black moms also
have a greater chance of preterm
delivery.
So many mothers whose
babies are bom prematurely did
everything right. They ate the
healthiest foods, didn’t drink,
didn’t smoke. Doctors told them
everything should be fine. Until
their placenta tore away or their
blood pressure shot up or their
body, for some reason, said this
baby is coming now.
An increase in Caesarean
sections, especially those close
to full term, is partly to blame.
Sappenfield, who’s working on a
study of the issue, said Csections account for about 30
percent of Florida’s increased
prematurity rate.
Frazier said: “People in our
community have gotten really
comfortable with premature
births.”

But while one baby bom
early might do fine, another
might not
Ausley said she and her
husband were not given one
“iota ofhope” that her son would
survive. But against all odds he
did, and now he’s in kinder
garten.
But, she warned: “Not all of
these stories have these kinds of
happy endings.”
Preterm birth is the leading
cause of death for babies in their
first month. Those who survive
are at risk for cerebral palsy, res
piratory and vision problems and
other ailments that can linger
their whole lives.
‘The cost of prematurity is
staggering,” Sappenfield said.
The March of Dimes
estimates the first-year health
care costs for babies bom prema
turely are more than 10 times
. those of babies bom full-term. In
Tallahassee, medical bills for
babies who spend months in the
NICU can top $1 million.
The emotional price for
families is also high. Marriages
often fall apart, experts say, and
mothers sometimes experience
intense guilt.
“You carry that baby inside
ofyou so you feel responsible for
its delivering early,” Frazier said.
“We start helping them while
they are here, but it can take
years for a mother to deal with a
premature birth.”
Tackling the problem of pre
maturity is going to take a
holistic approach.
“We aren’t going to be able
to give a pill or a shot,” said
Jennifer
Bitner,
executive
director of the March of Dimes
North Florida division. “It is
such a complicated problem
because every pregnancy is
different.”

Florida’s Number Of
Uninsured Children Climbs
BY KELLI KENNEDY

MIAMI (AP) - Nearly 19
percent or 797,000 children in
Florida do not have health
insurance - the second highest
percentage in the country - and
experts expect the number to rise
as more parents are laid off,
according to a report released
this week.
The number may also rise as
employers increase insurance
costs, the report said.
More troubling, the study
was conducted between 2005
and 2007 and does not reflect
this year’s financial woes.
Families USA, a nonprofit health
advocacy group, estimates the
actual number of uninsured
children in the country right now
is far greater than the 8.6 million
reported in 2007.
Only Texas had a higher per
centage of uninsured children
with 20.5 percent.
In Florida, health care
advocates point to a large
number of low-paying tourism
related jobs and the troubled
KidCare program, once seen as a
national model, which has since
struggled with red tape and few
marketing dollars.
“The state has failed to cover
as many kids as they can with the
resources they have,” said Laura
Goodhue, executive director of
Florida CHAIN, a health care
advocacy group.

Only
233,000
Florida
children are enrolled in subsi
dized programs like KidCare,
even though about 310,000 spots
are funded, she said. A majority
of uninsured children in Florida
are eligible for subsidized
programs because their families
have incomes below twice the
poverty level.
The number of uninsured
children in Florida has increased
nearly 11 percent since 2003,
though most of those children
have at least one parent working
full time. In the Sunshine State,
where many jobs are come from
the travel and tourism industry,
some employers can’t afford to
offer health care, experts say.
One bright spot in the state:
Lawmakers made room in their
tight budget and agreed to spend
$13.4 million to cover an addi
tional 38,000 children under the
program.
The Families USA report
comes at the same time as news
that thousands of Florida
children were disenrolled from
KidCare in the past few months
due to a glitch in the system.
Over the past few months,
thousands of Florida children
have been disenrolled by mistake
because a new company that
handles KidCare paperwork has
had difficulty in the transition.
The agency says they will
stop disenrolling kids until the
problems are fixed and that

children disenrolled by mistake
will be covered again. In the
meantime, many children were
left with weeks long gaps in their
coverage. ,
Former Gov. Jeb Bush was
widely criticized a few years ago
when he made it more difficult
for children to enroll, requiring
parents to resubmit paperwork
more often to prove they were
eligible. Some of those restric
tions have eased a bit.
“There was a long waiting
list of children who were clearly
eligible for participating but they
were put on a waiting list. That’s
die kind of action that inhibits
meaningful enrollment in the
program,” said Ron Pollack,
executive director of Famihes
USA.
Only a couple other states
created similar red tape, he said.
“Florida was most notorious.”
Pollack says the number of
uninsured children will also
increase nationally as cashstrapped states make budget
cuts; and because President
George W. Bush vetoed a bill
that would have expanded the
State
Children’s
Health
Insurance
Program.
That
program is set to expire in March
2009, though President-elect
Barack Obama has said he
would expand such programs
and require all children to have
health coverage.

She Lived Alone As
An Adult Until She Was 118,
Passes At 120 Years Of Age
BY CLARA MCLAUGHLIN, THE
FLORIDA STAR, THE GEORGIA
STAR NEWSPAPERS

Pearl Gartrell was bom in
Tillsdale, Ga., onApril 1, 1888,
the youngest of 15 children.
She lived in Jacksonville for
almost 70 years until her death
on Sunday, Nov. 23, at 120
years old. A mother of eight,
Gartrell outlived all but one of
her children. Of her eight
children, one died at birth, three
died of heart attacks, two had
cancer, one son was murdered
and found in the St. Johns River,
and the last, Tom Gartrell
currently lives in Jacksonville in
a nursing facility.
Always energetic and young
at heart, Gartrell refused to
move to a facility for the elderly
and until two years ago, proving
that she did not need anyone to
live with her. Instead her
relatives would alternate their
time with her while her great
granddaughter, Doris King,
made sure things went as her
great grandmother wanted them
to go.
On Tuesday, Nov. 11,
Gartrell became ill and was
taken to the hospital and was
placed in Hospice care on Nov.
13 until her death.
With no official record of
birth, except for the family
Bible, which was used to record
the birth of the infant who was
not bom in a hospital.
Therefore, the Florida State ID
card Hartrell had did not show
the exact year of her birth
because the computer was
unable to activate the year 1888.
However,
the
Florida
Department of Elder Affairs did
acknowledge that she was
perhaps the oldest person living
person in Florida until the time
of her death.

Known to family and
fiiends to be health-conscious fe
perhaps the key to a long life Gartrell was very careful about
her food and did not like to eat
in restaurants because she could
not be guaranteed that the
workers washed their hands. At
120 years of age, Gartrell even
still had most of her own teeth,
even with the one habit that she
would not give up - her can of
sweet snuff that she kept inside
of her bottom lip.
Not a person who generally
suffered with sickness, Gartrell
did have some bouts of illness.
In fact, the doctors thought she
would surely die in 1991 when
she contracted pneumonia at the
age of 103 and refused to be
hospitalized. She did not like to
take medicine, so when it was
prescribed she would hide it
under her mattress. Family
members learned to watch her
closely with her prescriptions,
to make sure she followed
orders.
In 1998, Gartrell broke her
hip and cracked her pelvis.
Once
her
surgery
was
completed and the pin in her hip
had been installed, she insisted
upon going home, and she did.
Within months,
she was
walking again.
A constant caregiver by
nature, Gartrell raised her great
granddaughter, Lolitha Hill and
many other relatives. When she
talked about her younger days,

she talked of her mother, who
was a midwife that worked for
the town’s white doctor, and
about the family’s deep-cooking
fireplace and the time her
mother covered the faces of all
of the children with black soot
and hid in the back of the
fireplace when the KKK came.
She also fold stories of the oneroom schoolhouse that was

Pearl Gartrell

attached to the Baptist church in
Tignall near Athens, Ga.
Gartrell married at the age
of 14 but said she could
remember her husband’s name.
This memory loss may have
stemmed from the fact that her
father, brother and husband
were each killed in her small
Georgia town. What she also
remembered of her younger
days was the time she was
forced to be submissive to a
white man in her town and as a
result gave birth to two children
by. But still she did not harbor
hate, even though she was still
very shy when it came to white
people. Instead, Gartrell was
filled with wisdom and love.
She always kept strong beliefs
and remained a God fearing
woman. King and Hill said their
great grandmother was the
foundation of their family all
the days of her life, and they are
eternally grateful. She will truly
be missed.

Florida House Speaker:
$25M For College Proper
TALLAHASSEE (AP) The new speaker of the Florida
House was able to get $25.5
million in last year’s state
budget for a Panhandle college
where he is now a vice
president, even though the
school had only been slated to
get $1 million, a newspaper
reported.
Northwest Florida State
College got millions as a result
of efforts of Rep. Ray Sansom,
who previously headed the
House Budget and Policy
Council. All told, the money was
the most any community college
received this year for projects.
The amount was first
reported by the St. Petersburg
Times.
The paper said the 25-fold
increase in assistance is docu
mented in a memo it obtained
through a public records request.
The memo details a Dec. 5,
2007, meeting between Sansom
and college president Bob

Richburg.
Sansom, R-Destin, last week
was hired for $110,000 a year at
Northwest. He attended the
school in the l980s when it was
Okaloosa-Walton Community
College, and his appointment
came on the same day he was
sworn in as speaker.
At the time, Sansom and
Richburg,
the
college’s
president, denied any improper
relationship.
But the money has drawn
questions, especially because
the state budget was tight last
year and will be tighter this year,
with lawmakers likely facing a
shortfall approaching $6 billion.
The budget approved dining last
legislative session was approxi
mately $66 billion. Sansom has
already told lawmakers that this
year there will be no spending
money on “turkeys” - pet
projects.
Northwest Florida State has
15,000 students and is located in

Niceville,
near
Sansom’s
hometown of Destin. Sansom,
who has a master’s degree in
education, is expected to
become a full-time employee
next summer. His job will
include
fund-raising
and
working with the Army to
expand job training for new
special forces soldiers and their
families
scheduled to be
stationed at nearby Eglin Air
Force base.
Sansom had previously told
the St. Petersburg Times that he
wants to make the college his
home when he has to leave the
Legislature in two years because
of term limits.
Telephone messages left by
The Associated
Press
at
Sansom’s offices in Tallahassee
and Fort Walton Beach were not
immediately returned. And a
telephone message left Friday at
the college president’s office
was not immediately returned,
nor was an e-mailed message.

PLEASE SUPPORT
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NATIONAL NEWS
A President Named Obama
Changes The Name Game
BY DEEPTIHAJELA

NEW YORK (AP) - Zenas
Ackah has heard it all his life:
What kind of name is that? You
must not be from here. You
must be foreign.
Actually, no. Bom in the
United States, the 22-year-old
college senior with the Greek
first name and the Ghanaian
last name grew up in
Philadelphia.
But Ackah is hopeful that
change is coming, that the idea
of an “American” name will
expand beyond monikers like
Tom and Harry and Sally and
Jane and Smith and Jones. He
figures he’s got a strong
weapon on his side - for at least
the next four years, when
people look to the most
powerful American in the
country, the “uber-American”
if you will, they’ll be looking
at President Barack Hussein
Obama.
“I think it will help people
understand that people in
America aren’t just John, Jack,
Mary,” Ackah said. “They’re
Zenas and Barack.”
Obama’s name gave him
his share
trouble during the
campaign. He acknowledged
its unfamiliarity to most
Americans, and there were
times when supporters of his
opponent made a point of using
his middle name, which was
seen as an attempt to cast doubt
on his background and faith.
But the next four years will
ensure that his name is no
longer unfamiliar.

of

People have already named
their infants after him.
The more people hear it,
the more mainstream it
becomes, said Don Nilsen, a
professor of English linguistics
at Arizona State University and
co-president of the American
Name Society.
“Who is more American
than the president of the United
States?” he said. “There’s no
question it will have a ripple
effect, because of the power of
the position.”
Names traditionally con
sidered “American” tend to be
“British-sounding stuff,” said
Cleveland Evans, professor of
psychology
at
Bellevue
University in Nebraska. “We
are still basically an Englishculture country. We really are
still in many ways at our base
an Anglo-Saxon culture.”
He and Nilsen pointed out
that immigrants have long had
a history of changing their
names to fit in more with the
United States, or have even
had others change it for them.
Obama, bom in Hawaii
and named after his Kenyan
father, went by Barry for some
years before deciding to use his
full first name.
Ackah can understand. He
still finds the comments about
his name irritating, along with
the assumptions people make
upon hearing a name they’re
not familiar with.
“People start talking down
to you because they think
you’re foreign,” he said.

Electing someone named
Barack
Obama
president
reflects a shift in attitudes
about names that’s been going
on in American society for the
past few decades, says Laura
Wattenberg, a name expert and
author who runs the blog “The
Baby Name Wizard.”
“As a group, American
parents are naming much more
creatively and are striving to be
distinctive with the names they
pick,” she said, pointing out
that shift started in the l960s
when Obama was bom and has
only accelerated in the last 25
years or so.
So while certain names
may be more popular and
prevalent than others, it’s not
by much, she said. In 2007,
Jacob was the most popular
name for boys. But Wattenberg
pointed out that only 1 percent
of boys were given that name.
In contrast, a century ago,
7.5 percent of parents chose
the top name, John.
A president named Obama
could break down the percep
tion “that there is such a thing
as a ‘normal’ name,” said
Wattenberg.
“It’s powerful symbol of
breaking down barriers where
it wasn’t that long ago where
kids with a non-English name
would go to school and
teachers
would
routinely
change it. The president having
a non-English name is a sign
that we’re not squeezing
everyone into that box,” she

a
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National Campaign
Gives Low-Income People
An ‘Equal Voice’
BY CHARLES HALLMAN
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA FROM
THE MINNESOTAL SPOKESMANRECORDER

The Marguerite Casey
Foundation, a private, inde
pendent grant-making founda
tion, earlier this year started the
Equal Voice for America’s
Families campaign.
It is a coalition of the Casey
Foundation and over 225 local,
regional and national nonprofit
organizations that work with
families in the poorest areas of
the country. The campaign
goals include creating a
national platform of family
issues, a national dialogue
about policies and attitudes that
negatively impact families,
making sure that these families
are involved in such discus
sions, and increasing civic
engagement among families.
Low-income
families’
struggles aren’t new and when
asked what makes the Equal
Voice campaign different from
similar
past
efforts,
Chicago/Midwest
Regional
Coordinator Jawaaza Brian
Malone explains, “We are at a
very pivotal point in history
where we have the potential to
move from one regime to a new
way of thinking.”
“[Equal Voice] is not meant
to belittle or demean anything
that has taken place before,” he
continues,
“but
as
with
anything, there’s progression.”
The campaign has held
over 65 town hall meetings

across the country, and a Sept.
6 multi-city rally held simulta
neously in Los Angeles,
Chicago and Birmingham,
Ala.,, drew almost 15,000
people from various states and
created the National Family
Platform, which called for
better child care, education, job
training
and
immigration
reform.
“Communities
all
across the country have been
galvanized and are ready to
fight,” says Malone.
Such issues as housing and
full employment “are either
glossed over or just neglected
altogether,” claims Malone. “It
is the coming together of
voices in preparation for real,
calculated, strategic action.”
No family should live in
poverty, and a community’s
well being is dependent on the
opportunities that families have
to become self-reliant, the
Equal Voice campaign fact
sheet points out.
Social and economic equity
for families is the campaign’s
fundamental message. It is also
promoting more participation
of parents and communitybased
organizations
in
advocacy, activism and public
education efforts. It is about
“dignity and justice in our
neighborhoods,” says Malone,
a community organizer with
the United Congress of
Community and Religious
Organizations.
Furthermore, the campaign
supports
long-term
social

change. “This is something that
needs to be taken seriously,”
notes Malone.
Finally,
low-income
families who are most affected
by these issues should be the
main ones setting up agendas
and policies, not politicians,
believes Malone. “So when the
policymakers get to the table,
they aren’t just talking about
what they feel is important,
from their vantage point or
how policies should be written.
It should reflect the needs of
millions of people in this
country.”
“Whaf this campaign, the
town halls and the coming
together of communities and
organizations are all about is to
build a policy platform,”
Malone
concludes.
“This
policy should not come out, not
[only] from Washington, but
[also from] state capitals as
Welt*
For more information,
including a free download of
the National Family Platform,
go
to
www.equalvoice2008.org.
Information
from
The
Birmingham News and New
Charles Hallman welcomes
reader
responses
to
challman@spokesmanrecorder.com, or read his blog:
www.wwwchallman.blogspot.
com.
America Media also was
used in this article.

African-American Chemist
Named President-Elect Of
World’s Largest Scientific Society
WASHINGTON - Joseph S.
Francisco, Ph.D., a chemist and
William E. Moore Distinguished
Professor at Purdue University,
has been named president-elect
of the American Chemical
Society (ACS), the world’s
largest scientific society. He will
serve in this position beginning
Jan. 1, 2009, becoming ACS
president on Jan. 1, 2010.
Francisco will become only the
second
African-American
named as president of the
Society, which was founded in
1876.
Francisco earned his B.S. in
chemistry from The University
of Texas, Austin, in 1977 and his
Ph.D.
from
Massachusetts
Institute of Technology in 1983.
He and his wife, Priya, reside in
Zionsville, Ind.
A member of ACS since

1991, Francisco has been active
with the Society at the national
and local levels, working on
numerous committees. He is a
member ofthe editorial advisory
board of ACS’s Journal of
Physical Chemistry. In addition,
Francisco is former president of
the National Organization for
the Professional Advancement
of
Black
Chemists
and
Chemical
Engineers
(NOBCChE) and has served on
more than a dozen national
science councils.
Francisco has had published
more than 400 journal articles,
written nine book chapters, and
co-authored
the
textbook,
Chemical
Kinetics
and
Dynamics.
“As ACS president, I will
start a dialogue with community,
educators and our members to

address the question of what can
be done to better prepare our
students for a chemistry enter
prise that requires global skills, “
Francisco said. “Now more than
ever, we need to expose young
people to the transforming
power of chemistry and open
their eyes to the opportunities
within our science to improve
people’s lives.”
The American Chemical
Society — the 'world’s largest
scientific society — is a
nonprofit organization chartered
by the U.S. Congress and a
global leader in providing access
to chemistry-related research
through its multiple databases,
peer-reviewed journals and sci
entific conferences. Its main
offices are in Washington, D.C.,
and Columbus, Ohio.

CLINTON

"I assembled this team
because I'm a strong believer in
strong personalities and strong
opinions," he said. "I think that's
how the best decisions are
made. ... So I'm going to be
welcoming a vigorous debate
inside the White House." ’
"But understand I will be
setting policy as president," he
added. He said he will be
responsible for "the vision that
this team carries out, and I
expect them to implement that
vision once decisions are
ma<Je."
Quoting Harry ,s“. Truman', '
Obama said: "The buck will
stop with me."
"The time has come for a
new beginning, a new dawn of
American
leadership
to
overcome the challenges of the
2lst century," Obama said.
Without naming Bush or
directly referring to what
administration critics see as
America's
tarnished
world
image over the past eight years,
Obama called for a new strategy
for dealing with global issues.
"We're going to have
bring the/ full force of our
power, not only military but
also diplomatic, economic, and
political, to deal with those
threats not only to keep America
safe but also to ensure that
peace and prosperity will exist
around the world," he said.
Referring to his security
team, Obama said: "They share
my pragmatism about the use of
power and my sense of purpose
about America's role as a leader
in the world."
Asked by reporters about
his choice of Clinton, who
traded barbs with him and ques
tioned his readiness for the pres
idency during the campaign, he
praised her and shrugged off
any suggestions of future
problems.
He said of the New York
senator, "She possesses an
extraordinary intelligence and
toughness, and a remarkable
work ethic. ... She is an
American of tremendous stature
who will have my complete
confidence, who knows many
of the world's leaders, who will
command respect in every
capital and who will clearly
have the ability to advance our
interests around the world."
The former first lady repaid
the compliment: "I am proud to
join you ... and may God bless
you and our great country."
Likewise, Gates said he was
"honored to serve President-

elect Obama."
He said he was "mindful
that we are engaged in two wars
and face other serious • chal
lenges at home and around the
world."
"I must do my duty as they
do theirs," he said of the men
and women in uniform in Iraq,
Afghanistan and elsewhere.
"How could I do otherwise?"
At the news conference,
Obama expressed sympathy for
the victims of the terror attacks
in Mumbai but twice declined to
say whether t}ie Indian govern
ment would' fie justified in
pursuing terrorists in next-door
Pakistan.
"This is one of those times
when I have to reiterate there is
one president at a time," he said.
"We're going to be engaged in
some very delicate diplomacy in
the next days and weeks, and I
think it would be very inappro
priate of me to comment."
Obama had drawn criticism
during
the
campaign —
including from Clinton — when
he said the United States would
be justified in pursuing al-Qaida
terrorists in Pakistan if it had
"actionable intelligence."
Clinton will give up her seat
gs a senator from New York to
join the Cabinet. Her appoint
ment was preceded by lengthy
negotiations
involving
her
husband, the former president,
whose international business
connections posed potential
conflicts of interests.
Napolitano, too, must resign
her current job as a border state
governor. She was among the
earliest Obama supporters,
when Clinton seemed the likely
Democratic nominee.
Gates' appointment fulfilled
a campaign promise by Obama,
the naming of a Republican to
his Cabinet.
Holder, a former Justice
Department official in the
Clinton administration,
led
Obama's
vice
presidential
search, While Rice was his top
foreign policy adviser. Jones,
meanwhile,
advised
both
Obama and Republican presi
dential nominee John McCain
during the campaign on national
security issues. Last year he led
a commission that advised
Congress on progress in training
Iraqi security forces.
Clinton, Holder, Napolitano
and Rice require Senate confir
mation. Jones, as a White House
• official, does not. Nor does
Gates, already confirmed to his
post.

continuedfrom front page
general and Susan Rice as
ambassador to the United
Nations. He named Arizona
Gov. Janet Napolitano to be
homeland security secretary and
retired Marine Gen. James
Jones as White House national
security adviser.
The choices had been
telegraphed days earlier but
were remarkable all the same -—
still another major turn in
Clinton's extraordinary career, a
show of faith in Gates and
action to support Obama's
frequent talk of desiring robust
debate among seasoned, opin
ionated people in his inner
circle.
Denouncing White House
"group think," Obama signaled
a break from President Bush's
tendency toward an insular
management style and go-withthe-gut diplomacy.
"The time has come for a
new beginning," said Obama,
flanked by flags on a stage with
Vice President-elect Joe Biden
and his six newest appointees.
While Gates will stay at the
Pentagon, Obama said the
military's new mission will be
"responsibly ending the war in
Iraq through a successful transi
tion to Iraqi control."
He said a newly completed
agreement between Iraq and the
Bush administration covering
U.S. troops signals "a transition
period in which our mission is
changing." He added: "It
indicates we are now on a glide
path to reduce our forces in
Iraq."
Obama has now selected
half his Cabinet, including the
high-profile jobs at State,
Defense, Justice and Treasury.
A week ago, he named his
economic team, led by Timothy
Geithner as treasury1 secretary.
And soon he plans to announce
New
Mexico
Gov.
Bill
Richardson
as
commerce
secretary and former Senate
Majority Leader Tom Daschle
as health and human services
secretary.
Obama's picks suggest he is
mindful of his own relative
inexperience; most, of the
appointees have decades more
experience in government than
he does as a former one-term
Illinois senator. The selections
also reflect his long-voiced
desire to invite divergent view
points to chart the best course
for the country.
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CHURCH NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING CHURCH NEWS IS MONDAY, 4:00 P.I
St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
Macedonia Freewill Baptist Church
The St Mark Missionary Baptist Church, under the
leadership of its dynamic, spirited, man of God, the
Reverend Brian Kenneth Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and the entire congregation of St
Mark, extends to the community at large, its wishes that
there would be an overflowing ofGod’s blessings upon their
lives. St Matk is grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief that we are a haven ofhope,
help, and healing for a world hungering for and thirsting
after the enlightened Word of God. At St Mark, we are
Christians willing to work and partner in unity, praising God
for His awesome gift, His son Jesus Christ
Calendar Events for December

Dec. 5 - Monthly Business Meeting, 7 p.m.
Dec. 6 - New Member Fellowship Dinner 4 p.m.
Dec. 13 - Congress No. 2 Senior Women’s Ministry
hosts Prayer Breakfast, 8 am. to noon.
St Mark Offers...

Sunday School is held for children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30.
All are invited to come out andjoin us.
Baptist Training Union is each Sunday at 5:00 p.m.
Members and the general public ate invited to come out and
study the Bible with us and leam “What Baptists Believe.”

Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Monday at 6:00 p.m Children in the community are
welcomed to join us.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting is held every
Tuesday at 7:00 pm.
Senior Hour of Power Bible Study is held every
Thursday at 9:30 ajn.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study every Thursday
evening at 7:00.
St Mark After-School Tutoring Ministry: Neighbors
Involved in Kids Education (N.I.K.E.). Open to all schoolage children every Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday
fiom 4:30 to 6:30 pin.
DESTINATION GRADUATION
Tuesdays - 6:15 p.m.-7:30 p.m Reading help with a
reading specialist only.
Wednesdays - 6:15 pjn. - 7:30 p.m. all ages: Reading
Specialist; Story time and crafts related to the stories for
small children designed to enhance recognizing main char
acters and more. In addition, there is tutorial assistance for
Math (Algebra and Geometry) and Senior Focus for all high
school seniors (FCAT, ACT/SAT).
St Mark Technology Lab will be open and availabie for

Macedonia Freewill Baptist Church invites you to help them celebrate their
Pastor Bishop Raymond T. Baker and First Lady Linda Baker's 2nd Anniversary.
The Following Guest Pastors and Churches will be on program:
Monday Dec. 8 at 7:00 p.m. - Pastor, Rev. Flemming Tarver St. John Missionary Baptist Church, Clearwater, FL
Tuesday, Dec. 9 at 7:00 p.m. - Pastor, Rev. Curtiss L. Long New Faith Methodist Church, St. Petersburg, FL
Wednesday, Dec. 10 at 7:00 p.m. - Pastor, Rev. Nathaniel Drayton United Church, St. Petersburg, FL
Thursday, Dec. 11 at 7:00 p.m. - Pastor, Elder Bejamin Adams Jr. St. John Primitive Baptist Church, St. Petersburg, FL
Friday, Dec. 12 at 7:00 p.m. - Pastor, Rev. Frank Peterman Rock of .Jesus Church, St. Petersburg, FL
Sunday, Dec. 14 at 11:00 a.m. - Bishop John W. Smith Trinity Spiritual Baptist Church, Winter Haven, FL
Sunday, Dec, 14 at 4:00 p.m. - Pastor, Rev. Derrick Baker Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church, Bartow, FL

use on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings from 5:30 to 7:30.

Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church
“Oh -come let us adore Him, Oh come let us
adore Him, Christ the Lord!”

God all praise and glory. Pastor Williams will deliver
the gospel message at both services. Holy cominunion

As we enter the Advent season and prepare for
that joyous Christmas morning, we continue to give
thanks for all the blessings God has sent our way.
Pastor Clarence A. Williams and the Mt. Zion church
family welcome all visitors and friends to fellowship
arid worship with us this weekend. Join us on
Saturday as our Drama Department displays an array
of talent for your enjoyment, for our annual
Christmas Production. Let’s show our love and
support for our up-and-coming stars. Then on
Sunday, come edify and lift up the narne of Jesus, as
we fellowship one with another. We encourage your
presence and participation. Our doors are always
open and we would love to have you meet us at 1045
16th Street South.
Our early morning worship begins at 7:30, there
we let go and let God be God. The Mass Choir will
render song service throughout the day. Church School
will commence at 9:30 a.rri.; we invite families to come
study the Word of God as we seek to grow spiritually
together. Our contemporary worship service is at
11:00 a.m. The spirit is always high; join us as we give

will be administered at both services. Come be blessed
by the Word through the ministry of our Pastor, one
anointed to preach, teach and proclaim God’s Word
with power and conviction.

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, ONE HOPE”
Our Esteemed Pastor, Reverend Carlos L. Senior
and the New Hope Church family invite you to

needs of the people throughout the world. “Do not

for the day include:

Early Morning Service......,..:..... 7:45 a.m.

be anxious about anything, but in everything, by
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present
your requests to God.”

Sunday School........ ..................9:15 a.m.
(Classes for all ages)

Dec. 15-17- Winter Board Meeting, Florida
General Baptist Convention, Gainesville, Florida

Mid-Morning Service...,............10:30 a.m.

Dec. 20 - Staff Development, 9:00-11:00 a.m.
Dec 2Q _ Angd Tree Distribution 9;00

UPCOMING EVENTS

Upcoming Events:

Dec. 6-Central/West Coast Caring and Sharing,
11:00 a.m., Christmas Play, Church Fellowship Hall,
4:00 p.m. Come join us in this celebration of Jesus’
birth, the season of Christmas. All roads lead to Mt.
Zion. Bring your family and friends for . an exciting
afternoon pf talent. Hope to seri. you there 6 / ^
Thought for the week: “Your attitude should
always be one of gratitude.”

Be blessed and have a Jesus filled week.

Mt. Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church
Under the Leadership of God’s anointed Pastor/Teacher Clark Hazley, Sr.,
the Mount Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church (MPMBC) family is prayerfully reaching

11 ;00. We invite you to join us as pray for the

worship with us on Sunday morning. Our services

Weekly ministries:

In need of a mid-week lift? Then stop by Zion for
a day of ministry.
Wednesday - Vintage Bible Study, 11:00 a.m.,
come enjoy the Word and lunch; Bible Study, 6:00
p.m., collectively we leam more of God; Hour of
Power, 7:00 p.m., come as you are for a powerful
hour of song, prayer, praise and preaching.

Prayer Band is held on Thursday mornings at

MID WEEK P. U.S.H.
(PRAYER, UNDERSTANDING, & SPIRITUAL
HEALING)
Prayer Service and Bible Study is held on

Wednesday evenings. Prayer begins at 6:30 and "
Bible Study begins 7:30. There are classes available for all ages.

Dec. 20 - In His Excellence Service Awards
Banquet, New Hope Fellowship Hall, Donation:
$12.00, 6:30p.m.
Dec. 21 - Christmas Presentation
THOUGHT OF THE WEEK

.

'

.

‘ “Quiet times with God store up powerfor
future emergencies. ”

YPWW UNION- ST. PETERSBURG
CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST

out into our community building Godly relationships. A church family who loves meeting

Elder Samuel Davis

and sharing God’s Word! We challenge you to step out in faith, believing the Word of God,
trusting God, for He willdo just what He said He would do!

Appreciation Service

“Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and strife, and some also from goodwill. ”
Philippians 1:15
Date of Event:

Mission Statement: Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive

December 16, 2008

the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God

7:30 p.m.

returning to God’s Word proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Location:
Prayer Tower

ANNOUNCEMENTS/ UPCOMING EVENTS:

Church of God in Christ

Dec. 2 - Rehearsal 4 Mount Pilgrim’s (members) “Christmas Pageant” at 7:00 p.m.
Address:

Dec. 6 - KaBoom/Kool Aid Project (Park Bldg.) 3800- Fairfield Avenue So. at 7:30 a.m.

1137 37th Street South

Dec. 14 - Mount Pilgrim’s Church Anniversary at 4:00 p.m.

St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Dec. 16 - Final Rehearsal - Mount Pilgrim’s (members) “Christmas Pageant” at 7:00 p.m.
Dec. 21 - Mount Pilgrim’s “CHIRSTMAS PAGEANT” 5:00 p.m.
Dec. 25 - Galilee Missionary BC “Early Christmas Service” 7:30 a.m. The Rev. Clark Hazley, Sr., speaker

The YPWW Union which encompasses Prayer Tower COGIC, Pentecostal
Temple COGIC, and Queen Street COGIC pastors and members will honor
Elder Samuel Davis with an appreciation service on December 16, 2008 at

St. Mark African Methodist
Episcopal Church
2401 5th Street South, St Petersburg, FL 33705
“Where everybody is somebody”
SHARE DAY
Dec. 6, 8:30 a.m. - noon
Join us as we reach out to the community and help those in need of
clothing and small household items. If you would like to donate gently
used items, please drop off your items at the church.
SONS QF ALLEN
Come join us at St. Mark AME on Dec. 14, to hear the Rev. Dwayne

7:30 p.m.

Elder Davis has served as President of the YPWW Union for 32

years. He is dedicated, committed and loyal tn the YPWW Union as well as
the youth.

He has a special love for our youth and seek to ensure that every

opportunity is made available to ensure their success.
We take this time to honor truly a Man of God.
Our guest speaker for this event will be

Evangelist Maureen Hayes

Brown Memorial COGIC where Bishop Matthew Williams is her pastor.

of
She

serves as the District Missionary for the Suncoast District where Supt, Willie
Brown is the Superintendant,
Everyone is WELCOME!

Please come so that we can show our love and ap

preciation to Elder Davis.
If you have any questions regarding this service, please feel free to email Dar
lina Herring at darlinaherring@verizon.net or call 727,418.5908.

Price, Greater Mt. Carmel AME Church, Tampa, at 11:00 a.m.
and
The ReV. James GiVens, Mt, Olive AME and his congregation,
Tampa, at 4:00 p.m.

1

THERE

IS

POWER

IN

PRAYER
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church

(727) 894-4311

912 3rd Avenue North- St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 822-2089
Bethel1894@knology.net

Email: mzpmbc@gte.net
Website: www.mzprogressive.org
Worship Services............ .................. ..7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.

Breakfast MinistrY..........___ .SundaY 8:00 ajm.
Church School.................. .............. ...... .9:00 ajm.
Morning Worship................•................ 10:30 ajm.
Bible Study........................TuesdaY 7:00 p.m.
Youth Church .................... Mon & Wed 5:30 pjm.

Sunday School................................................................. 9:00 a.m.
Prayer Service (Wed)................................. .................. 6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wed)...................................... .....................6:30 p.m.

Mission Statement:
Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel ofJesus Christ

“There’s A Place For YOU in the AME Church”

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

St. Mark African Methodist Episcopal Church
“Where Everybody is Somebody”
2401 — 5th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: (727) 823-6666
Rev. Keturah D- Pittman, Pastor

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373
Early Morning Worship..................... ....................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School............................................................................ 9:30 a.m.
lBraksg

Morning Worship............................. ...................................... 11:00 a.m.

Weekly Schedule

AFRICAN METHODIST

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ...................7:00 p.m.

Sunday School..i.

episcopalWurch

Friday Prayer Meeting ...........................................................11:00 a.m.
Rev, Norris L.
Martin Sr, - Pastor

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

Sunday Early Morning Worship Service...ll:00 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ........... ....................6:30 p.m.
Friday Youth Activities,.......... ..................... 6:30 p.m.

Victory Christian Center Church
3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712

- < Our Purpose is The Advancement Of God’s Kingdom And
j Promotion OfThe Spiritual. Moral, Social And Economic
: 'ax . Welfare Of Our Members And Community
I*
: •.«
. •1 ‘
. S 'i
1

(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com
Schedule of Services

. Services
Sunday: 8:00am And 10:00am
Wednesday: 7:00pm,

Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.

I
I
I
2901

(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the

*Nursery and Youth Services Available

IN

The,

PROMISee

VISION

Sunday

Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.

Church Of God In Christ

^Ahindaw^Tfarvest

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

W G r s h ip Center

(727) 896-4356

4682 40th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33714

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor
9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

Pastor Maceo and
Tamika McGriff

Wednesclay

Bible Study
7:00 p.m.
Log on:

(727) 686-9356

www.travelwiththechurch.com

www.abundant-harvest.org

“WaCking Qn ‘Tiie

YPWW First and Third Sunday of each month after Morning Service

(727) 896-5228
www.spreadinghopeonline.org

Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.

other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911

WALKING

2120 - Wth Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

i

S4thAve. South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712'

Queen Street

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

i

I

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

..... ................................9:30 a.m.

Monday Prayer & Praise..............................6:30 p.m.

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Reverend David L.
and Dorothy
Connelly

(to book your travel engagements)

(PromisedVision”

Saipt Jolpt frtntitive Baptist GIpreli
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior PastorChurch address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431

Sunday Services:
' Church School............. 9:00 a.m.

Praise & Worship Service .., 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday Services:
Rev. Carlos Senior,
Pastor

Midweek P.U.S .H.
(Prayer Meeting/Bible Study).. 7:00 p.m.

“One Body, One Spirit, One Hope ”

Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Early Morning.................
...8:00 a.m.
Church School....................................................... 9:45 a.m.
Mid-Morning................ ....................................... 11:00 a.m.
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study'..........7:00 p.m.

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”

Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

Mount Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”
Sunday School...........................9:30 a.m. -10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship............................,11:00 a.m.
Communion.......................................... ..First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..... ............9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting....... ...7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study....... ........7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study...... 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

g'nipli’ r 1 Irnilt ( hurt Ii

Wednesday Tutoring....................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement.
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

iwtofste
& Veronica Davis

Trinity <Pres6yterian Cburcb
2830 22ndf venue South
St. Petersburg, TCorida 33712
727-327-8590

Email: trinityp@tampabay.rr.com
Alfonso Woods,
Pastor

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

pastorwoods07@yahoo.com

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study — Wednesday — 6:30 p.m.
Holy Communion Every First Sunday

First Baptist Institutional
Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship

DIRECTORY AD
COULD BE HERE!

11:00 a.m.

Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

YOUR CHURCH

Call TODAY!!
Rev. Wayne G.
Thompson, Pastor
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 * www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School......................................
9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship......................................
10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union ................................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com

Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service..... ..10:00 a.m.
Sunday School........... .......... ....9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday).. ....7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday)..... ....7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastoi

Macedonia Freewill
Baptist Church

PRAYER TWLR CHURCH VF flVD Ifl CHRI5T

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Rastor
113 7 3 7th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

900 - 16th Avenue South

820 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL
Home: 896-8006

St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990

SERVICES
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m.

Sunday Morning Bible Class..................
Sunday Morning Worship................ ....
Ladies Bible Class Monday..........
Sunday Evening Worship.......................
Monday Evening Bible Class.................
Wednesday Evening Bible Class...... .......

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Mid-Moming 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Bishop
Raymond T.
Baker, Pastor

Communion is observed every first Sunday

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

of

Sunday School -10:30 aan.
A. M. Service-11:30 a.m.
YPWW (lst & 3rd Sunday) - 5:30 pan.
P.M. Service (lst & 3rd Sunday) - 6:30 pan.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 pan.

Ttiesday

Morning Prayer - 9:30 to 10:30 aan.

Wednesday

Prayer Service - 7:30 pan.

Thursday

The Rock

\

Bible Study (for all ages) - 7:30 pan.

Jesus Missionary Baptist Church

Church School:........... ...........................9:15 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Devotion:.............................................10:00 a.m. — 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship:................. .
10:20 a.m. -10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service:.......................... ............. 10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................... ............. 6:30 p.m.

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services ... .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School .................................... ..
.9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ........................... .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) ................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ................. 4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

Sunday

..9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
..7:00 p.m;
..5:00 p.m.
..7:00 p.m.
...7:00 p.m.

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 — 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: IVIonday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m.—t 5:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

McCabe United Methodist Church
2800 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-867-5287 • Fax: 727-906-9808

A Discipleship Making Community
Sunday Worship Services ........................... 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Children Church ............ .10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ...................... .......................... 8:50 a.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) ......................
.6:30 p.m.
Senior Fellowship (2nd Wednesday) ... .12:30 p.m.

Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church

Friendship
Advertise in the
Church Directory!
CALL

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) yUb-83UU
www.fmbctheship.org

I iJI-g' Jmbh

Sunday School........................................9:30 A.M.
Wednesday................ Noonday Bible Study and

727-896-2922

1045 16th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
email: info@greatermtzioname.org
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

■Kg z UOtSWSh

Dr. John A. Evans,

Sunday............. 7:45 A.M. and 11 A.M. Worship

Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday............ .........7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

Rev. I. James Mitchell,
Senior Pastor

"Serving and Saving
"Helping and
Healing"
"Inspiring and
Instructing"
"Praying and
Praising"

Rev. Clarence Williams,
Pastor

Early Morning Worship...............................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School...........................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship...................................... 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Vintage Bible Study... 11:00 a.m. -12 noon
Wednesday Bible Study...’............................ 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.......................... 7:00 pan.

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 ajn.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry
Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart ofthe city"

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Call Today!

(727) 898-9407

Your Church Ad

Sunday School.................... ...................9:30 aan.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

could be HERE!
Don’t wait!

Elder Tony L. Bradley, Pastor

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 pan.

Mt. OliV£ primitive ©aptist Church

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 pjn.

3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 A.M. • Morning Worship -11:00 A.M.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & Bible Study - 7:00 P.M.
Worship Service Every Thursday Night after the First Sunday, at 7:00 P.M.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!
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ORANGE

CATERING

NCNW

yyeMf/rva

23rd Annual
Dr. Martin Lather King, Jr.
Leadership Breakfast
Jeff Lyash, President/CEO
Progress Energy, Florida
Honorary Chair
’ Date. Monday, January 19,2009

O.ccr/sic/t

Place. St. Petersburg Coliseum'
535 Fourth Avenue North, St. PetersburgFL
Time: 7:30 A;M?
.
Og

Orange Blossom Catering
has 50 years of catering

rheme: Remember! ceieprate: Act:
W:*’ A Day On, Not A Day Off!!!

excellence — “assuring
your successful event.”

Speaker.

Dr. Bartholomew Banks, Sr,,.
President, Progressive M. & E. State Convention of Florida 9||Hr

Our friendly, experienced

Pastor, St. John Progressive M. B. Church, Tampa, Florida

kfciA.

.
1

A

staff is ready to provide

Tickets'. $25.00 per person

(Sponsorship Opportunities are available)

on time service, beautiful

Tor Additional Information Contact:

displays and personalized

Dianne Speights j1

service for 25 to 3000!

National Council of Negro Women, tnc., St Petersburg Metropolitan Section
727-403-0144 or The Weekly Challenger Newspaper, 727-896-2922 W

Email: ncnwstpete@ryal>oo:cotu

“Intimate To Incredible” —

Co-Sponsored by City of St. Petersburg

Orange Blossom Catering
is there for you!

Mary H. Glowers, Chair.
Thomas Whitlock, Co-Chair

ct nnrnnehnnn

ress Energy

Signora Farris, President.;J

727-822-6129

WWW* SIJI8IC«O> J|3

orangeblossomcatering.com
(After hour appointments available)

maw

Publix Spiral Sliced
Ham Half
Publix Salad Blend
Spring Mix, Italian, American, European, Hearts of Romajt
or Caesar Salad Kit, Ready to Eat for the Busy Lifestyle, 5

SAVE UP TO 1.98 ON 2

White Mountain Bread
Handmade in Our Bakery, Baked Fresh Throughout the Day,
From the Publix Bakery, 16-oz loaf

SAVE UP TO .70

Publix Spinach Dip.....

Medium Shrimp Ring,

6®

Sefve With Crackers ot Tortilla Chips,

Medium CstskedtShrimparid eoskfeilsauige,

For Fast Service, Grab & Go!, 16-oz cont.

12-oz Shrimp and 6-ozSauee, 18-oz pkg.

SAVE UP TO .70

save

up to

4.00

12-Pack Selected
Coca-Cola
Products ...............

18-Pack
Bud Light Beer........
Or B ud weise r o r B u d we ise r Se lect,

12-oz can

12-oz can or bot.

SAVE UP T0 1,78 ON 2

SAVE UP TO 1.5G
(6-Pack Assorted S ierra Nevada Be'er
or Ale, 12-oz bot. ... 7.49)

Prices effective Thursday, December 4 through Wednesday, December 10, 2008.
Only in.Lake, Sumter, Folk and Osceola Gounties

Prices not effective at Publix Sabor.Quantity rights reserved.

